
JEFFERSON COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA REQUEST

TO:  Board of County Commissioners
Mark McCauley, County Administrator

FROM: Heidi Eisenhour, Commissioner

DATE:  July 3, 2023

SUBJECT:      Briefing re: High Fire Danger Declaration

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

DNR declared high fire danger for Western Washington on 6/ 29. Our fire chiefs unanimously voted to
follow that lead and declare high fire danger for the entirety of Jefferson County on 6/ 30. This automatically
triggers outdoor burning and fireworks prohibitions.

ANALYSIS:

From the included press release: The decision to expand the existing fire restriction to encompass fireworks
was made after careful consideration of the current environmental conditions and consultation with local
authorities, emergency services, andfire management agencies. The prolonged dry spell and the presence of
significantfuel loads in the surrounding areas have substantially increased the risk offires spreading
uncontrollably. Additionally, as ofJune 30, 2023, weather reports are predicting above average
temperatures, low relative humidity, lack ofprecipitation and winds. This accompanied with the ground
level fuels, which have grown and are now tinder dry, creates a high dangerfor sustainedfire.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

RECOMMENDATION:

Discuss.

REVIEWED BY:

June 30, 2023

Mark McCauley, County Administrator Date



FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

ORDINANCE NO. 03-0314-22IMPLEMENTED TOINCLUDE FIREWORKS
DUETOHIGH-LEVELFIREHAZARD CONDITIONS

PORTTOWNSEND, WA, JUNE30, 2023 - Inresponse totheprevailing high-levelfirehazardconditions, andduetothe
recommendation onJune29, 2023ofhighfiredangerbytheWashington StateDepartment ofNaturalResources,  
JeffersonCountyFireMarshalPhilCecereinunanimous agreement withallJeffersonCountyFireChiefs, hasannounced
theimplementation ofacomprehensive firerestriction, whichincludes thebanoffireworks. Thisproactive measure
aimstoensurethesafetyandwell-beingofourcommunity, aswellastoprevent theoutbreakofpotentially devastating
firesduringthisperiodofheightened risk.  

Thedecisiontoexpand theexistingfirerestriction toencompass fireworkswasmadeaftercarefulconsideration ofthe
currentenvironmental conditions andconsultation withlocalauthorities, emergency services, andfiremanagement
agencies. Theprolonged dryspellandthepresenceofsignificant fuelloadsinthesurrounding areashavesubstantially
increased theriskoffiresspreading uncontrollably. Additionally, asofJune30, 2023, weatherreportsarepredicting
aboveaveragetemperatures, lowrelativehumidity, lackofprecipitation andwinds. Thisaccompanied withtheground
levelfuels, whichhavegrownandarenowtinderdry, createsahighdangerforsustained fire.    

Effective immediately, thefirerestriction extendstoallformsoffireworks, includingbutnotlimitedtopyrotechnic
displays, handheld sparklers, andfirecrackers. ThisrestrictionappliestoallpublicandprivatespaceswithinJefferson
County, includingparks, recreational areas, campgrounds, andresidentialproperties. Itisimperative thatallresidents,  
visitors, andorganizations fullycomplywiththefirerestriction regulations tomitigate thepotential dangersassociated
withfire-relatedactivities. Alsoincludedare: campfires, firepits, useofcharcoalbriquettes, tikitorches, liquidfuel
candlesorlanterns, gasorpropanefireweedburners, dischargeoffireworksofanytype, dischargeoffirearms.  

Therestrictionoffireworks isatemporary measure thatwillremainineffectuntilfurthernotice. JeffersonCounty, in
collaboration withlocalauthorities andfiremanagement agencies, willcontinuetocloselymonitor thefirehazard
conditions. Oncetheriskleveldecreases anditisdeemedsafetodoso, areassessment willtakeplacetodetermine the
liftingofthefirerestriction.  

Wekindlyrequest thesupportandcooperation ofallcommunity members inadhering tothefirerestriction regulations.  
Itisessential toprioritize thesafetyofourcommunity andthepreservation ofournaturalenvironment. Weencourage
residents tostayinformed throughofficialchannelsandtoexercisecautionandvigilanceduringthistime.  

Foradditional information, updates, andguidance regardingthefirerestriction andotherfiresafetymeasures, please
visitcontactFireMarshal PhilCecere, 360-379-4461, pcecere@co.jefferson.wa.us, oryourlocalfiredistrict.  

MediaContact: WendyDavis, Communications Specialist, 360-774-0554, wmdavis@co.jefferson.wa.us
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FIRERISK LEVEL ALLOWED  - RESTRICTED -  
OTHER(Grey) 0 MonitorAirQualityRestrictionsOpenBurningSeasonPerRegulations

ORCAA)  
FireWeatherSeason 1 LandClearing / YardDebris – UnincorporatedareasofJeffersonCounty.   UrbanGrowthAreas (UGA) - LandClearing / Yard

LOW (Green)  Debris – IsclosedYearRound.  WoodFires (Recreational).  
WoodorSolidFueledCookingFire – ToInclude: CharcoalBarbeque
Grills, Smokers, andorPelletFedAppliances.  
GasorPropaneFueledAppliances.  
TikiTorches.  
LiquidFuelCandlesorLanterns.  
DischargeofFireworks.  
DischargeofFireArms (OpenLands).  

MODERATE (Blue) 2 FIRERESTRICTIONWoodFires (Recreational).  
JeffersonCountyResolutionNo. 21-23WoodorSolidFueledCookingFires – ToInclude: CharcoalBarbeque
LandClearing / YardDebrisFiresBurnRestrictionsGrills, Smokers andorPellet Fed Appliances.  

July1 – Sept30GasorPropaneFueledAppliances.    
OrTikiTorches.  

WatchforFireRestrictionbeingissuedpriortoJulyLiquidFuelCandlesorLanterns.  
1orextendedbeyondSept30, BasedonDischargeofFireworks.  
AtmosphericandFieldConditions.  DischargeofFireArms (OpenLands) - UndevelopedLandsofJefferson
GasorPropaneFueledWeedBurnersareCounty .  
Restricted.  

HIGH (Yellow) 3 FIRERESTICTIONGasorPropaneFueledAppliances.  
LandClearing / YardDebrisFires – CLOSED -  WoodorSolidFueledCookingFire - EnclosedFlameOnly.  
UnincorporatedareasofJeffersonCounty.  Example: – PelletFedCharcoalBarbequeGrills, Smokers.)  
WoodFires – Recreational.  
Wood, CharcoalCookingFires (BBQ).  
TikiTorches.  
LiquidFuelCandlesorLanterns.  
GasorPropanefiredWeedBurners.  
DischargeofFireworksofAnyType.  
DischargeofFireArms (OpenLands) - Undeveloped
LandsofJeffersonCounty.  

VERYHIGH (Orange) 4 FIRERESTRICTIONSGasorPropaneFueledAppliancesONLY.  
NoOutdoorBurningorDischarge

EXTREME (Red) 5 CLOSEDCLOSED.  
NoOutdoorFire, Burning, orDischargeofAnykind
orType.  
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DEFINITIONS:  

APPROVED FIREPIT - Adevicemadeofrock, metal, concreteoranyothernoncombustible materialandshallnotbemorethanthirty-sixinchesin
diameterandtwenty-fourincheshigh.  

AGRICULTURAL BURNING - Meansoutdoorburningregulatedunderchapter173-430WAC, including, butnotlimitedto, anyincidental agricultural
burningoragricultural burningforpestordiseasecontrol.  

AIRPOLLUTION EPISODE - Meansaperiodwhenaforecast, alert, warning, oremergencyairpollutionstageisdeclared, asstatedinchapter173-435
WAC.  

BONFIRE - (IFCChapter2Definitions Bonfire). Anoutdoor fireutilized forceremonial purposes.  

CONSTRUCTION/ DEMOLITION DEBRIS - Meansallmaterial resulting fromtheconstruction, renovation, ordemolitionofbuildings, roads, andotherman- 
madestructures.  

CHARCOAL - Isasolidfuelusedforheatingandcookingthatiscreatedthroughtheprocessofcarbonization, whichisaprocesswherecomplexcarbon
substances—suchaswoodorotherbiomass—arebrokendownthroughaslowheatingprocess intocarbonandotherchemical compounds.  

EXPLOSIVE MATERIAL - Theterm “explosive” materialmeansexplosives, blastingagentsanddetonators.  

FIRE - Isthecombustionorburning, inwhichsubstances combinechemically withoxygenfromtheairandtypicallygiveoutbrightlight, heat, andsmoke.  

FIREWORKS - Anycomposition ordeviceforthepurposeofproducingavisibleoranaudibleeffectforentertainment purposes bycombustion,  
deflagration ordetonation thatmeetsthedefinitionof1.3Gfireworksor1.4Gfireworks. Andadevicecontaining gunpowder andothercombustible
chemicals thatcausesaspectacular explosionwhenignited, usedtypically fordisplayorincelebrations.  

FIREFIGHTING INSTRUCTION FIRES - meansfiresforinstruction inmethodsoffirefighting, including, butnotlimitedto, training tofightstructural fires,  
aircraftcrashrescuefires, andforestfires.  

FIREARMS - Anyweapon (includingastartergun) whichwillorisdesigned toormayreadilybeconverted toexpelaprojectilebytheactionofan
explosive; Theframeorreceiverofanysuchweapon; Anyfirearmmufflerorfirearmsilencer; oranydestructive device.  

FIREWOOD - Meansbareuntreatedwoodusedasfuelinasolidfuelburningdevice, Indianceremonial fire, orrecreational fire.  
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GASorPROPANE FUELEDAPPLIANCES - Naturalgasandpropanearebothgasfuelswidelyusedincookingandheating. Inmostoftheworld, naturalgas
isdistributed throughacentralizedpipelinenetwork (local, nationalandeveninternational), whilepropane isalmostalwayssoldintanksofvarioussizes.  
Bothpropaneandnaturalgasarehighlyefficientcookingfuels, andstovescanbereadilyadjustedtouseeitherone.  

HAULEDMATERIAL - Nooutdoor firemaycontainmaterial (otherthanfirewood) thathasbeenhauledfromanareawhereoutdoorburningofthe
material isprohibitedunderWAC173-425-040. Anyoutdoorburningofmaterial hauledfromareaswhereoutdoorburningofthematerial isallowed
requiresanappropriate permitunderWAC173-425-060(2). andanyuseofproperty forthispurposeonanon-goingbasis, mustbelimitedtothetypes
ofburning listedinWAC173-351-200 (5)(b) (criteria formunicipal solidwastelandfills) andapprovedinaccordance withotherlaws, includingchapter
173-304WAC (Minimumfunctional standards forsolidwastehandling) andchapter173-400WAC (General regulations forairpollutionsources). (RCW
70.94.745(6))  

HIGHFIREHAZARD – Meansaperiodofhot, dryweatheraccompanied bylowfuelmoisture, wherefirestartsquickly, spreadfuriously, andburn
intenselyandaredifficult tocontrolunless theyaresuccessfully attackedwhenthefiresaresmall. Itisduringthisperiodthatwildland firescanbe
expected, andfiregrowthwillbeaccelerated.  

IMPAIRED AIRQUALITY - meansafirstorsecondstageimpaired airqualitycondition declaredbyecologyoralocalairauthority inaccordance withWAC
173-433-140.  

LANDCLEARING BURNING - meansoutdoorburningoftrees, stumps, shrubbery, orothernaturalvegetation fromlandclearingprojects (i.e., projects
thatclearthelandsurfacesoitcanbedeveloped, usedforadifferent purpose, orleftunused). (RCW70.94.750(2))  

LIQUIDFUELCANDLESorLANTERNS  - Variations canincludearound-shapedenclosure orwindowsThelightsourcecanbeacandle, liquidoilwitha
wick, gaswithamantle.  

NATURAL VEGETATION - Meansunprocessed plantmaterial fromherbs, shrubbery, andtrees, includinggrass, weeds, leaves, clippings, pruning’s, brush,  
branches, roots, stumps, andtrunkwood.  

NUISANCE - Means, anemissionofsmokeoranyotheraircontaminant thatunreasonably interfereswiththeuseandenjoymentofthepropertyupon
whichitisdeposited. (RCW70.94.030(2))  

OTHER OUTDOOR BURNING - meansanytypeofoutdoorburningnotspecified inWAC173-425-020 (1) or (2)(a) through (i), including, butnotlimitedto,  
anyoutdoorburningnecessary toprotectpublichealthandsafety. (RCW70.94.650(7) and70.94.765)  
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OUTDOOR BURNING - meansthecombustion ofmaterialofanytypeinanopenfireorinanoutdoorcontainer withoutproviding forthecontrolof
combustion orthecontrolofemissions fromthecombustion. Forthepurposes ofthisrule, "outdoorburning," meansalltypesofoutdoorburningexcept
agricultural burningandsilvicultural burning. (RCW70.94.743(2))  

OPENBURNING - (IFCSection105Permits, 105.6.32OpenBurning) Anoperational permit isrequiredforthekindlingormaintainingofanopenfireora
fireonanypublicstreet, alley, road, orotherpublicorprivateground. Instructions andstipulations ofthepermitshallbeadheredto. Exception:  
Recreational Fires.  

PERMITTING AGENCY - Meanstheagencyresponsible forissuingpermits (includingadoptingageneralpermit) for, and/orenforcingallrequirements of
thischapter thatapplyto, aparticular typeofburninginagivenarea (unlessanotheragencyagreestoberesponsible forcertainenforcement activities
inaccordance withWAC173-425-060 (1)(a) and (6).  

POLLUTANTS EMITTED BYOUTDOOR BURNING - Meanscarbonmonoxide, carbondioxide, particulate matter, sulfurdioxide, nitrogenoxides, lead, and
variousvolatileorganiccompounds andtoxicsubstances.  

PORTABLE OUTDOOR FIREPLACES - (IFCDefinitions PortableOutdoorFirePlaces). Aportable, outdoor, solid-fuelburning fireplace thatmaybe
constructed ofsteel, concrete, clay, orothernoncombustible material. Aportable outdoor fireplacemaybeopenindesign, ormaybeequippedwitha
smallhearthopeningandashortchimneyorchimneyopening inthetop. Outdoororportable fireplaces shallbeusedinaccordance withthe
manufacturer’sinstructions.  

REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE - Meansamethodfordisposingoforganicrefuse (suchasnaturalvegetation) thatisavailable, reasonably economical, and
lessharmful totheenvironment thanburning.  

RECREATIONAL FIRE - meanscookingfires, campfires, andbonfiresusingcharcoalorfirewoodthatoccurindesignated areasoronprivateproperty for
cooking, pleasure, orceremonial purposes. Firesusedfordebrisdisposal purposesarenotconsidered recreational fires.  

RECREATIONAL FIRE - (IFCChapter2DefinitionsRecreational Fire). Anoutdoor fire, burningmaterials otherthanrubbish, wherethefuelbeingburnedis
notcontained inanincinerator, outdoorfireplace, portableoutdoor fireplace, barbequegrillorbarbequepitandhasatotalfuelareaof3feetorlessin
diameterand2feetorlessinheight forpleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, warmthorsimilarpurpose. Examples: cookingfires, campfires, beach
firesandbonfires.   

RESIDENTIAL BURNING – WAC173-425-030(22)  meanstheoutdoorburningofleaves, clippings, pruning’sandotheryardandgardening refuse
originatingonlandsimmediately adjacent andincloseproximity toahumandwellingandburnedonsuchlandsbythepropertyownerorhisorher
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designee. (RCW70.94.750(1) Onlyoneresidential burningpilewhichhasatotalfuelareaof3feetorlessindiameterand2feetorlessinheight, is
allowedatanyonetime.   

RUBBISH - (IFCDefinitions Rubbish – Trash). Combustible andnoncombustible wastematerial, including residuefromburningofcoal, wood, orother
combustible material, paper, rags, cartons, tincans, metals, mineralmatter, glasscrockery, dustanddiscarded refrigerators, andheating, cookingor
incinerator typeappliances.  

SILVICULTURAL BURNING - Meansoutdoorburning relatingtothefollowingactivities fortheprotectionoflifeorpropertyand/orthepublichealth,  
safety, andwelfare:  
a. Abatingaforestfirehazard;  
b. Prevention ofaforestfirehazard;  
c. Instructionofpublicofficials inmethodsofforestfirefighting;  
d. Anysilvicultural operation toimprovetheforest landsofthestate; and
e. Silvicultural burningusedtoimproveormaintain firedependent ecosystems forrareplantsoranimalswithinstate, federal, andprivatenaturalarea
preserves, natural resourceconservation areas, parks, andotherwildlife
areas. (RCW70.94.660(1))  

SMOKER - Adeviceinwhichfoodisexposed tosmokeandlowtemperature heatforthepurposeofpreserving andenhancing thefoodwithavarietyof
distinctive smokyflavors. ASmoker requiressometypeoflowtemperature heatsourceandanoven, whichbecomes thesmokehouse orsmoking
chamber. Theheatsource, maybewood, charcoal, gas, electric, orinfrared.  

SOLIDFUEL - Referstovariousformsofsolidmaterial thatcanbeburnedandusedtocookandheatfood. Examplesofsolidfuelsincludewood, charcoal,  
coal, woodpellets. Whilethiscookingmethodprovidesauniquecharredandsmokyflavoring tofood, italsopresentsanelevatedelementofrisk.  

STORMorFLOODDEBRISBURNING - WAC173-425-030(24): Meansfiresconsistingofnaturalvegetation depositedonlandsbystormsorfloodsthat
haveoccurred intheprevious twoyearsandresulted inanemergency beingdeclaredorproclaimed intheareabythecity, county, orstategovernment
andburnedonsuchlandsbythepropertyownerorhisorherdesignee. (RCW70.94.743 (1)(c)).  

TIKITORCH - Atorchmadeofbamboowithacontainerofflammable liquidandawickontop, usedespecially forlightingoutdoorareas.  

TUMBLEWEED BURNING - WAC173-425-030(25): meansoutdoorburningtodisposeofdryplants (typicallyRussianThistleandTumbleweed Mustard
plants) thathavebeenbrokenoff, androlledabout, bythewind.  

TURKEY FRYER - Isanapparatus fordeep-fryingaturkey invegetable basedoil, heatedbyburnerusuallyastandard propane tank.   
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UNLAWFUL OUTDOOR BURNING - Itisunlawful foranypersontocauseorallowoutdoorburningthatcausesanemissionofsmokeoranyotherair
contaminant thatisdetrimental tothehealth, safety, orwelfareofanyperson, thatcausesdamagetopropertyorbusiness, orthatcausesanuisance.  
RCW70.94.040, 70.94.650(1) and70.94.780.  
a. Anypersonaffectedbyoutdoorburningmayfileacomplaintwiththepermitting agencyorotherdesignated enforcing agency.  
b. Anyagencyresponding toanoutdoorburningcomplaint shouldattempttodetermine iftheburningonanyparticularproperty isunlawful. Thismay
include, butisnotlimitedto, considering whether theburninghascausedanemissionofsmokeoranyotheraircontaminant insufficientquantity tobe
unlawful.  
c. Anypersonresponsible forsuchunlawfuloutdoorburningmustimmediately extinguish thefire.  

URBANGROWTHAREA (UGA) - Meansland, generally includingandassociated withanincorporated city, designated byacountyforurbangrowth
underRCW36.70A.030.  

WEEDABATEMENT FIRES - WAC173-425-030(27):  meansanyoutdoorburningtodisposeofweedsthatisnotregulatedunderchapter 173-430WAC,  
whichappliestoagricultural burning.  

INTERNATIANL FIRECODE
SECTION307 - OPENBURNING, RECREATIONAL FIRESANDPORTABLE OUTDOOR FIREPLACES

307.1General. Apersonshallnotkindleormaintainorauthorizetobekindledormaintained anyopenburning unlessconducted andapproved in
accordance withSections307.1.1through307.5.  

307.1.1Prohibited openburning. Openburningshallbeprohibited whenatmospheric conditionsorlocalcircumstances makesuchfireshazardous.  
Exception: Prescribed burningforthepurposeofreducing theimpactofwildland firewhenauthorized bythefirecodeofficial.  

307.2Permitrequired. Apermitshallbeobtained fromthefirecodeofficial inaccordance withSection105.5priortokindlingafireforrecognized
silvicultural orrangeorwildlifemanagement practices, prevention orcontrolofdiseaseorpests, orabonfire. Application forsuchapprovalshallonlybe
presentedbyandpermits issuedtotheownerofthelandonwhichthefireistobekindled.  

307.2.1Authorization. Whererequiredbystateorlocallaworregulations, openburningshallonlybepermitted withpriorapproval fromthestateor
localairandwaterqualitymanagement authority, provided thatallconditions specified intheauthorization arefollowed.  

307.3Extinguishment authority. Whereopenburningcreatesoraddstoahazardous situation, orarequiredpermit foropenburning hasnotbeen
obtained, thefirecodeofficial isauthorized toordertheextinguishment oftheopenburningoperation.  
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307.4Location. Thelocationforopenburningshallbenotlessthan50feet (15240mm) fromanystructure, andprovisions shallbemadetoprevent the
firefromspreading towithin50feet (15240mm) ofanystructure.  
Exceptions:  
1. Firesinapproved containers thatarenotlessthan15feet (4572mm) fromastructure.  
2. Theminimumrequired distance fromastructureshallbe25feet (7620mm) wherethepilesizeis3feet (914mm) orlessindiameterand2feet (610
mm) orlessinheight.  

307.4.1Bonfires. Abonfireshallnotbeconducted within50feet (15240mm) ofastructureorcombustible materialunlessthefireiscontained ina
barbecuepit. Conditions thatcouldcauseafiretospreadwithin50feet (15240mm) ofastructureshallbeeliminated priortoignition.  

307.4.2Recreational fires. Recreational firesshallnotbeconducted within25feet (7620mm) ofastructureorcombustible material. Conditions that
couldcauseafiretospreadwithin25feet (7620mm) ofastructureshallbeeliminated priortoignition.  

307.4.3Portableoutdoor fireplaces. Portableoutdoor fireplaces shallbeusedinaccordance withthemanufacturer’sinstructions andshallnotbe
operatedwithin15feet (3048mm) ofastructureorcombustible material.  
Exception: Portableoutdoor fireplaces usedatoneandtwo-familydwellings.  

307.5Attendance. Openburning, bonfires, recreational firesanduseofportableoutdoor fireplaces shallbeconstantly attendeduntilthefireis
extinguished. Notfewerthanoneportable fireextinguisher complyingwithSection906withaminimum4-Aratingorotherapproved on-sitefire- 
extinguishing equipment, suchasdirt, sand, waterbarrel, gardenhoseorwatertruck, shallbeavailable forimmediate utilization.  

JeffersonCountyWA, Ordnance. 42-05, 43-05 & 30-22Section1. OutdoorBurnBanDeclared. TheJeffersonCountyBoardofCommissioners declarea
county- widebanoutdoorburningasdefined inWAC173- 425- 03 ( 16), otherthanforrecreational firesasdefinedintheUniformFireCodeChapter2-  
Definitions, forallofJefferson CountyfromJuly1, throughSeptember 30, concurrent withtheburnbanimplementation plansofJeffersonCountyFire
Districts. Thiscounty- widebanoutdoorburnbanmaybesetinplacepriortoJuly1andmayextendedbeyondSeptember 30, 2022, basedupon
consultation betweentheFireMarshal, CountyFireChiefs, andinconsideration ofthecurrentatmospheric andfieldconditions

JeffersonCountyWA, Ordinance 03-0314-22Fireworks andSkyLanternsofJeffersonCounty
Title8 – HealthandSafety
Chapter8.75 – Fireworks andSkyLanterns
2) LimitsontheManufacture, Sale, Transportation, Discharge, StorageorUseofFireworks IsProhibited DuringaDeclaration ofHighFireHazard.  
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70.77RCW - STATEFIREWORKS LAW

RCW70.77.395 - Datesandtimesconsumer fireworksmaybesoldordischarged—Localgovernments maylimit, prohibitsaleordischargeoffireworks.  

1) Itislegaltosellandpurchase consumer fireworkswithinthisstatefromtwelveo'clocknoontoeleveno'clockp.m. onthetwenty-eighthof
June, fromnineo'clocka.m. toeleveno'clockp.m. oneachdayfromthetwenty-ninthofJunethrough thefourthofJuly, fromnineo'clocka.m. tonine
o'clockp.m. onthefifthofJuly, fromtwelveo'clocknoontoeleveno'clockp.m. oneachdayfromthetwenty-seventhofDecember throughthethirty- 
firstofDecemberofeachyear, andasprovided inRCW70.77.311.  

2) Consumer fireworksmaybeusedordischarged eachdaybetweenthehoursoftwelveo'clocknoonandeleveno'clockp.m. onthetwenty- 
eighthofJuneandbetweenthehoursofnineo'clocka.m. andeleveno'clockp.m. onthetwenty-ninthofJunetothethirdofJuly, andonJuly4th
betweenthehoursofnineo'clocka.m. andtwelveo'clockmidnight, andbetweenthehoursofnineo'clocka.m. andeleveno'clockp.m. onJuly5th, and
fromsixo'clockp.m. onDecember 31stuntiloneo'clocka.m. onJanuary1stofthesubsequent year, andasprovided inRCW70.77.311.  

3) Acityorcountymayenactanordinance withinsixtydaysofJune13, 2002, tolimitorprohibit thesale, purchase, possession, oruseof
consumer fireworksonDecember 27, 2002, throughDecember31, 2002, andthereafter asprovided inRCW70.77.250(4).  



JEFFERSON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OFCOMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE OFTHEFIREMARSHAL
621SheridanStreet | PortTownsend, WA98368
360-379-4461 | email: PCecere@co.jefferson.wa.us
http://www.co.jefferson.wa.us

Forimmediate release on:  6/30/2023

DECLARATIONOFBANONALLRECREATIONALFIRES
FORALLOFUNINCORPORATEDJEFFERSONCOUNTY

Pursuant toJefferson County Resolution No. 21-23, andduetocurrent atmospheric and
fieldconditions, theJefferson County FireMarshal hasdeclared abanonallrecreational
fires, afterconsultation withtheJefferson County FireChiefs andinconsideration ofthe
current atmospheric andfieldconditions.  Thisbanonallrecreational firesapplies
throughout unincorporated Jefferson County.  

OnJune5, 2023, theJefferson County BoardofCommissioners declared abanon
outdoor burning, except forrecreational firesthrough September 30, 2023byadopting
Resolution No. 21- Outdoor burning means thecombustion ofmaterial ofanytype
inanopenfireorinanoutdoor container without providing forthecontrol ofcombustion
orthecontrol ofemissions fromthecombustion, except foragricultural burning and
silvicultural burning.  

Thisdeclaration extends theJune5, 2023burnbantorecreational fires, which isdefined
as:  Anoutdoor fireburning materials other thanrubbish where thefuelbeingburned is
notcontained inanincinerator, outdoor fireplace, portable outdoor fireplace, barbeque
grillorbarbeque pitandhasatotal fuelareaof3feet ( 914mm) orlessindiameter and
2feet ( 610mm) orlessinheight forpleasure, religious, ceremonial cooking, warmthor
similar purposes.  

Atthistime, ALLRECREATIONALBURNINGISBANNEDTHROUGHOUTALLOF
JEFFERSONCOUNTY.  Onlygasorpropane fueled appliances andwoodorsolidfuel
wood) appliances withanenclosed flameareallowed (nocharcoal cooking).  

Thisdeclaration isineffectuntilatmospheric andfieldconditions lower toanacceptable
level foralengthoftimesothatthethreathassubsided.  

Anyquestions about thisdeclaration should besubmitted toFireMarshal PhilCecere at
360) 379-4461, oremailatPCecere@co.jefferson.wa.us.  

PhilCecere,  
Jefferson County FireMarshal
Date:  6/30/2023
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Forimmediate release on: 6/30/2023

DECLARATIONOFHIGHFIREHAZARD
FORALLOFUNINCORPORATEDJEFFERSONCOUNTY

PROHIBITINGTHEDISCHARGE, MANUFACTURE, SALE, STORAGE, OR
TRANSPORTATIONOFFIREWORKS

Pursuant toChapter 8.75oftheJefferson County Code (JCC), aDECLARATION OF
HIGHFIREHAZARD hasbeen issued. AHIGHFIRE HAZARD isdefined asaperiodof
hot, dryweather accompanied bylowfuelmoistures, where firesstartquickly, spread
furiously, andburn intensely andaredifficult tocontrol unless theyaresuccessfully
attacked whenthefiresaresmall. Itisduring thisperiod thatwildland firescanbe
expected, andfiregrowth willbeaccelerated.  TheJefferson County FireChiefsandthe
County FireMarshal agree thatconditions warrant suchadeclaration. Several factors are
atplayinthisdecision including, butnotlimited to: input received fromDNR, ORCCA,  
NWSandotherState, Federal andlocalagencies.  

Asaresultofthisdeclaration, THEDISCHARGE, MANUFACTURE, SALE, STORAGE,  
ORTRANSPORTATIONOFFIREWORKSISPROHIBITEDDURINGTHIS
DECLARATIONOFHIGHFIREHAZARD, except asotherwise permitted inChapter8.75
JCC.   70.77.126.  

Thisdeclaration isineffect untilatmospheric andfieldconditions falltoanacceptable
level foralengthoftimetodetermine thatthethreathaslessened andthatrisktocitizens,  
property andfirstresponders hassubsided toacceptable levels.  

Anyquestions about thisdeclaration should besubmitted toFireMarshal PhilCecere at
360) 379-4461, oremailatPCecere@co.jefferson.wa.us.  

PhilCecere,  
Jefferson County FireMarshal
Date: 6/30/2023


