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Federal Issues and Relations Committee

In Washington, state government’s strength and the strength of the
state’s 39 counties are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. State
government's success requires thriving, flexible, front-line implementation
partners in counties. Counties’ success requires an active, resourceful,
supportive partner in state government. Here is how Washington's 39

counties and Legislature can work together to make urgent progress on Board of Directors

shared priorities in the 2021 Legislative Session: PRESIDENT ACTIVE PAST-PRESIDENTS
Jamie Stephens, San Juan County Councilmember Robert Gelder, Kitsap County Commissioner
1ST VICE PRESIDENT Scott Hutsell, Lincoin Caunty Cammissinner
Mary Kuney, Spokane County Commissioner Stephanie Wright, Snohomish County Councilmember

H . . : Kli " C t "
'.1 ”mwvosa—ﬂ-m .ﬁo ﬁ’m Y 4 nosumﬁﬂ—sm n_—gmﬁQ 2ND VICE PRESIDENT David Sauter, Klickitat County Commissioner
S " ; | Skagit C )
. _ no<—c n—‘—M—M n:m:mm m:n v—\o.nmﬁﬂ_:m Lisa Janicki, Skagit County Commissioner
- IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Disease Response our m=<—ﬂ°=30=n Michael Largent, Whitman County Commissioner
Adequate funding for case investigation, Climate ﬂ:m:@m

vaccination, and public outreach/education.
Adequate funding and flexibility to adapt any new climate

Disease Containment change impact reduction responsibilities to local conditions.
Adequate funding for coordination of care Salmon Im—umnmn momﬂn zwaum-‘m
for people isolated in quarantine who need
support beyond testing Adequate funding for repairing or replacing thousands of fish- Will McKay Benton County Commissioner
blocking culverts in our state stream systems to ensure the % .
. % i Mark Ozias Clallam County Commissioner
m07w<_0-.m_ Health state is in full legal compliance. ) - " .
Eileen Quiring O’'Brien  Clark County Councilor
Adequate funding for the behavioral health Forest Health D — comiiscatniic i donier
system, including jails. N ) . . ennis Weber owlitz County Commissione
ew resources for improving forest health, enhancing Vickie Rai G Hatbore ty Com! ioner
% fire resiliency, responding and containing wildland fires, Ickie raines raysiHarbor County:Commissiane!
Affordable Housing ating affected areas, and coordinating prescribed Joe McDermott King County Councilmember nosﬂmﬂﬁ
New investment in stab Dow Constantine King County Executive
situations for tenants and homeowners. W. . fat Eric Johnson, Executive Director
aste Ma emen e
nag t Charlotte Garrido Kitsap County Commissioner (360) 481-2241 | 6johNSONEWSAC.0rG
Government OUQ_‘W.ZOBM During Modern, safe, and working infrastructure is critical to county Chris Branch Okanogan County Commissioner
4 solid waste programs meeting growing demands and . :
I
the Pandemic protecting the environment. Dedicated funding for investing in Ryan Mello Pierce County Councilmember
Modifying Washington’s existing Open Public the future of solid waste management is crucial for success Nate Nehring Snohomish County Councilmember
Meeting Act and Public Records Act to Megan Dunn Snohomish County Councilmember
preserve their spirit while ensuring compliance. Growth Zm:@&m-ﬂmﬂ_n h K Spok ¢ ty C .
Greater flexibility in managing growth, and a new, reliable, SOSIKEHS pokane:Lounty-CommIssionet
. Courts sustainable funding source for planning requirements, and Wes McCart Stevens County Commissioner
_Provide counties with funds to alleviate the funding for any new ones Tye Menser Thurston County Commissioner
impacts of the already backlogged court Water Quality and Water Supply Satpal Sidhu Whatcom County Executive
systam worsened by the pandemic . ' .
Dedicated funding for state programs that improve water Art Swannack Whitman County Commissioner
m“wﬁwmwﬂmmmwwﬁm WMMMHMMAMMM\JBQ supplies to ensure LaDon Linde Yakima County Commissioner
: Amanda McKinney Yakima County Commissioner
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Natural Resources (continued)

Water Quality Standards -
Clean Water Act

Continue the delegated authority to
Washington State to develop local
solutions to implement all facets of the
Clean Water Act, without interference
from Environmental Protection Agency,
including finalization of:

National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) and Biggert-
Waters Act

There must be a sustainable, fiscally responsible NFIP
to protect the businesses and homeowners who built
according to code and have followed all applicable
laws. Congress and the Administration shall keep flood
insurance rates affordable for citizens while balancing
the fiscal solvency of the program.

Salmon Recovery and
Watershed Restoration

All 39 counties are engaged in recovery of salmonid
and endangered fish species, watershed planning,

and restoration. WSAC supports the work of all of

our basins and the work of the Congressional Puget
Sound Recovery Caucus to improve the profile and
standing of the Puget Sound under national restoration,
conservation, recovery, and economic development
programs for coastal and maritime communities.

It is important that there is an equitable method to
provide federal funds go to on the ground, local
government projects and programs supported by local
implementing organizations, local governments, tribes,
and citizens

Endangered Species Act Reform

- Washington State Water Quality
Standards, including human health
criteria; and

« Non-point pollution plan and
Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations (CAFO) permits.

Any reforms made to the program
should address modernization of flood
risk mapping, increased investment in
mitigation activities at the county level,
and consumer affordabi

Stable and predictable funding is
needed for coastal, Puget Sound, and
Columbia and Yakima River Basin
recovery activities that include:

Supports the PUGET SOS Act of 2021 - Promoting
United Government Efforts to Save Our Sound; and

Fish Passage Barrier Removal;

Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration;

National Estuary Program;

Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Programs;

Mitchell Act or other programs and services including
appropriate hatchery activities that assist in our
Regional Salmon Recovery Efforts;

Non-ESA listed Species above Grand Coulee.

ESA reform must balance the protection of fish, wildlife and plant populations,
responsible land, water, and resource management, and local economic community

impacts.

20 NATURAL RESOURCES

Medicaid Inmate Exclusion

The Social Security Act (Sec. 1905(a)(A)) prohibits the
use of federal funds and services, Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) and Medicaid, for medical
care provided to “inmates of a public institution.” This
federal law, known as the “Medicaid Inmate Exclusion
Policy” does not differentiate between a convicted
inmate and a person incarcerated prior to conviction.

Congress needs to ensure rapid reinstatement of
federal health care benefits for non-convicted justice
involved individuals. Congress must address the crisis
caused by this callous Medicaid inmate exclusion policy
that strips individuals, who are still presumed innocent,
of their federal benefits. The disruption in continuity of
care for individuals caused by this federal regulation,
especially for those with complex medical & behavioral
health conditions, is of primary concern. This regulation
impairs the ability to achieve good health outcomes as
individuals transition in and out of our county jails and
corrections system. Counties also struggle to contain
uninsured costs when inmates lose benefits, driving
medical costs up even further. This can result in early
release and the dropping of charges to contain medical
costs.

Infrastructure

Washington State is expected to grow by two m
new residents over the next 20 years. It take

significant infrastructure investment to ensure we
maintain and sustain a strong, competitive economy
with thriving communities

jobs. T
(WSAGQ) supports additional federal funding for critical
public infrastructure to support a vibrant economy,
health and safety, and a sustainable environment.

Active Forest Management
and Catastrophic Wildfires

Congress and the Administration must act to reduce the
threat of catastrophic wildfire. A joint study conducted
by the Washington State Department of Natural
Resources, the United States Forest Service (USFS), and
The Nature Conservancy found that 2.7 million acres

of eastern Washington forestland needs restoration.
Federal lands account for 42 percent of the unhealthy
forest identified

Policies and legislation, as well as pilot programs and
projects, are needed to renew the federal government’s
commitment to manage federal forests for the benefit
of counties containing federal forestland. Management
should be conducted in a manner that produces a
sustainable resource yield, improves forest health,
protects the environment, and aids in the prevention of

WSAC supports the reintroduction
into the 117th Congress:

+ H.R. 1345 Restoring the Partnership for County Health
Care Costs Act;

. $.2626 Restoring Health Benefits for Justice Involved
Individuals Act

o This proposed legislation would remove limitations
on inmate eligibility for Medicare, CHIP, and
Veterans' health benefits; and

- S 2628 Equity in Pretrial Medicaid Coverage Act

on an individual’s eligibility for medical assistance
under the state Med plan while the individual
is in custody pending disposition of charges.

Specific examples of identified critical
infrastructure include:
Bridges

State and Local Ferries

Marine Ports

. Broadband - Water Storage and
. Water Supply Distribution .
. Stormwater « Infrastructure Resiliency

catastrophic wildfires. Additionally, the potential impacts
of climate change is expected to have wide-ranging
impacts on federal lands in Washington State. In recent
decades Washington State has experienced significant
droughts, floods, erratic snowpack, and several extreme
wildfire seasons. These events and conditions are
expected to become more common as the climate
continues to change.

Catastrophic wildfires destroy public lands, jeopardize
access to vital resources, decrease biodiversity,

and impact public health and safety. WSAC believes
that a comprehensive forest management approach
is necessary to address this growing threat to
communities.
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Federal Lands Transfer to the States and Local Governments

WSAC supports a systematic and factual review of the potential benefits and risks
associated with the transfer of federal lands to Washington State or its counties.

Bonneville Power
Administration

WSAC supports the Bonneville Power
Administration (BPA) remaining a
federal agency and a publicly owned
electricity transmission system.

The BPA is self-funding. It repays, with interest, the U.S.
Treasury from electric rates set to recover taxpayer

investments. BPA costs are paid for by customers who
buy the electricity primarily through local public utilities.

Columbia River Treaty

Our counties along the Columbia River and within

the Columbia River Basin are actively involved in
participating in the update process for the Columbia
River Treaty - an international agreement between
Canada and the United States regarding the
cooperative development and operation of the water
resources of the Columbia River Basin for the current
stated benefits of flood control and power.

it is imperative that the Washington State Congressional
Delegation ensure that the input, participation, and
decisions of local elected leaders are included in

Treaty review and update. We ask the Administration
and Congress to ensure that a modernized Treaty is
designed to meet the future regional water supply
needs for irrigation, municipal and industrial use,
instream flows, navigation, and recreation

18 NATURAL RESOURCES

A 2017 report by the Northwest Power and
Conservation Council found that electricity rates
might soar by 40 percent under privatization. The
report stated that “[bJesides causing a direct and
detrimental impact on power rates, the privatization of
the BPA transmission system would leave the region
vulnerable to market manipulation by creating artificial
transmission restraints.”

Continued communications from

the lead United States negotiator to
keep counties, and other key local
partners, is beneficial to keep local
officials apprised of progress on
meeting negotiating milestones and
benchmarks. It is imperative that
negotiations be complete prior to 2024.

Secure Rural Schools

Equally important to PILT is long term or permanent
reauthorization and funding of the Secure Rural Schools

(SRS) program. In the short term, we support:

Restoring full fundi

and

ng of SRS;

Repealing the 5% automatic reduction in payment;

Provide for yearly election of Title II/1ll designation;

Allowing Resource Advisory Committee (RAC)

We support restoring SRS funding
levels back to historic 25% funding

level counties received with inflation

built into the payment mechanism.

In FFY20, Washington’s counties (27

of 39) received $15.2 million in SRS

funding, a decline from $15.8 million in

FFY 2019.

appointments to be made at the regional or local

forest level

SRS/Fed

Sy £Y 2020

PILT/Fed
FY 2021

Dept of Energy

£Y 2020

Refuge DFW PILT

{RRSA) Federal 2020-2022 FY 2021

DNR PILT

DNR/Timber

Total

6Yr Annual Avg

% of Total
Revenue

Adams - 60,271 - 6,176 3,597 971 - 71,015 0.06%
Asotin 59,541 179,073 - 498 48,261 - - 287374 0.26%
Benton - 184,224 858,544 6,404 - - - | 1049172 0.95%
Chelan 1.040,503 | 3,352,067 - 1315 54,978 9.855 - | 4468717 4.03%
Clallam 782914 | 1155238 - 7.855 - 5.412 5,746,334 | 7,697,752 6.94%
Clark 2,776 2,41 - 29,074 - 2313 3,919,128 | 3,955.702 3.57%
Columbia 154,478 | 402,766 - 695 20,713 - - 578,652 0.52%
Cowlitz 114,798 31,765 - 1689 - 1266 1778273 | 1927792 1.74%
Douglas 2 167,047 - - - 161 - 167,210 0.15%
Ferry 772.239 901,381 - - 29,180 - - | 1702,800 154%
Franklin - 182,784 280,707 85 - 186 - | 463762 0.42%
Garfield 83,555 243,353 - - 24,105 - - 351.013 0.32%
Grant -| 804652 643,642 5,947 37,443 278 - | 1491962 1.35%
Grays Harbor | 304,202 285,676 - 4,266 74432 | 76774 1817123 | 2,562,473 231%
Island - 2,153 - - - - - 2153 0.00%
Jefferson 794102 | 1643245 - 26,490 -1 91306 1909383 | 4464526 4.03%
King 171538 | 935,880 - - - | 349252 2,210,254 | 3,666,924 331%
Kitsap - - - - - 52892 905,231 958,123 0.86%
Kittitas 604,649 | 120531 - - 542,783 | 257,501 - | 2,610,245 235%
Kiickitat 42,886 117,365 - 42,557 78558 | 53,010 104,720 | 439,096 0.40%
Lewis 1559.064 | 687,075 - 237 - 2,185 7,937,784 | 10,186,345 9.18%
Lincoln - 255,132 - - 13,642 353 - 269,126 0.24%
Mason 299.839 331,886 - - -| 22190 4,662,881 | 5316,796 4.79%
Okanogan | 1618363 | 2782158 - 1,061 563577 | 82229 - | 5047388 4.55%
Pacific - 7,419 - 66,368 -| 29905 2,231,761 | 2,335,453 2.1%
Pend Or: 629,807 | 1190789 - 412 20,004 - -] 1841012 166%
Pierce 193,901 872,946 - 1,745 - 779 426,586 | 1495957 1.35%
San Juan - 7,084 - - -1 1748 : 24,832 0.02%
Skagit 431225 |  1.318,757 - - - | 25887 10,539,048 | 12,547,902 .31%
Skamania 2.794,068 | 344,800 - 8,185 -| 8782 1979333 | 5214212 4.70%
Snohomish 555621 | 1518,436 - - -| 307,081 7,540,449 | 9,921,587 8.95%
Spokane | - 5,893 - 53,421 . 21783 | - 81,097 0.07%
Stevens 300,478 653,286 - 164,652 - 3,080 89,443 | 1210939 1.09%
Thurston 960 1.268 - 20,130 -] 106450 | 5785583 | 5914391 5.33%
Wahkiakum - - - 15,077 - 5,803 1,735,454 | 1756,333 1.58%
| Walla Waila 2,558 31168 - 5,260 - - - 38,986 0.04%
Whatcom 829132 | 2,078,845 - - - 5.832 3,247,184 | 6,160,992 5.55%
Whitman - 61,223 - - - - - 61,223 0.06%
Yakima 11073 |___ 941596 - 7.130 491,623 - | 2,573,684
gbﬂﬂ 24,946,423 1,782,893 YFI®. 2,002,896 1,876,453 64,565,952 110,914,717 100.00%
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Transportation and Infrastructure (continued)

Airports and Aviation

Local and regional airports are essential to the
economic wellbeing and safety of communities
throughout Washington State. Unlike the greater
Puget Sound region, most of our state is rural
and heavily dependent on smaller airports for

economic development, public safety (especially
wildfire response), and recreation. These local and
regional airports have limited opportunity for revenue
generation.

The following federal actions and support are deemed essential to the public safety

and prosperity of our state:

« Enhance and expedite Airports and Airway Trust
Fund support for Washington state’s small and
regional airports;

+ Airport Rates and Charges: Ensure local governments
and airport operators have full authority to impose
and enforce fees, rates and charges, and other
revenues dedicated to airport development, capital
financing, and operations;

Increase Passenger Facility Charges (PFCs) to
supplement federal funds dedicated to airport
capacity and development in Washington State;

Off-Airport User Fees: Continue the authority for local
governments and other public airports to set fees,
rates, and charges for the use of airport facilities

by off-airport business, with proceeds dedicated

to airport development, capital financing, and
operations;

Stormwater and Water
Quality

Federal funding is needed to invest in cost effective
approaches to retrofitting stormwater facilities,
collecting stormwater runoff in separate storm sewers,
and discharging to surface waters as required under the
federal Clean Water Act. It is important counties receive
federal funding support to implement the Municipal
Stormwater Permits and National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permits so these burdens
do not fall solely on ratepayers

Federal Aviation Administration - Air Traffic Control
(ATC) System. Do not privatize the nation’s air traffic
control system as we believe privatization will have a
negative impact on rural airports and communities;

Make appropriate investments in Next Generation
Air Transportation System (NextGen) modernization
to make air transportation safer, more efficient, and
more predictable;

Increase tederal tunding to support municipal and
regional airport infrastructure improvements essential
to timely, effective, aviation-centered wildfire
operations; and

Authorize federal funds dedicated to matching state
grants and not-for-profit public aviation programs
chartered to improve the safety, accessibility, or
economic value of public use airports in Washington
state.

WSAC supports funding to prevent
and address per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) contamination.
PFAS-contaminated water has been
identified in the Issaquah and Dupont
water systems, at Fairchild Air Force
Base, Naval Air Station Whidbey
Island, and Joint Base Lewis McChord.
Additional remediation is likely
necessary in other public and private
water systems as additional testing is
performed.

International Trade

Trade between the United State and other nations is
vital to the economy of our counties and Washington
State. Approximately 40 percent of jobs in Washington
State are linked to international trade.

Appropriate legislation, policies, and
investments are important to sustain
and increase Washington’s global
competitiveness in the marketplace,
including:

Elections

Washington State’s elected County Auditors (and

King County Election Supervisor) conduct elections

in Washington State. Our counties are responsible

to provide election staff, register voters, ensure the
voter database is accurate and correct, acquire and
maintain voting tabulation systems, voting centers.
and all associated security for ballot drop box, facility,
physical, and cyber. Federal funding and support, such
as that provided with the Help America Vote Act, is
imperative to assist in ensuring fair and secure elections
The funds allocated to Washington State through the
Help America Vote Act, was often passed through to
counties and used to:

Continuously upgrade voting systems;

Register voters in statewide voter registration
databases;

Develop, enhance, and maintain statewide voter
registration/election management system;

Provide provisional voting options;
ity;
Ensure the integrity of elections; and

Improve voter accessi

Implement other improvements to the administration,
outreach, and access, to voting.

- Programs that increase present
market share or develop new
product markets;

= Eliminating trade barriers that limit
the export of Washington based
products; and

= Increasing federal, state, and local
investment in freight mobility.

WSAC supports elections being
managed and conducted locally for
security, integrity, and accountability.
Further, counties encourage timely
active military voting participation
through secure and flexible
mechanisms.

BUDGET, FINANCE, AND ELECTIONS 9
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“Infrastructure

Transportation

Washington State's 39 counties are responsible for a
significant amount of the transportation infrastructure in
glon Stale

Over half of the centerline road miles in Washington
State - 39,221 miles;

3,389 bridges greater than 20 feet, of which 600 are
structurally deficient or functionally obsolete;

3,000 small bridges and thousands of culverts that
likely impede adult salmon and other fish species
from returning upstream for spawning;

Five counties (Pierce, Whatcom, Wahkiakum, Skagit,
and King (passenger only)) operate ferry systems;

King County operates the eighth largest bus transit

the natior

Washington’s counties are making significant
investments in light rail and transit systems; and

Regional and rural airports (in addition to Boeing Field
(King) and Paine Field (Snohomish) many counties
own airports).

It is important for Congress and

federal agencies to understand

that counties are major owners of

transportation infrastructure and

should be provided levels of funding

and authority that adequately reflect

their role in the nation’s transportation

systems. We support:

« Using Highway Trust Fund revenue for a total public
¢ transportation program (roadways and transit)

“ and retaining the existing budget treatment of

the highway and mass transit accounts within the
Highway Trust Fund;

14 TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

-

Ensuring the long-term solvency of the Highway
Trust Fund by considering revenue sources that will
better capture all users of the nation’'s highways and
account for all vehicles;

Stream! g the administrative requirements of
federal grant programs, as well as federal permitting
regulations (e.g. NEPA), to direct more funding
toward necessary road, bridge, and highway
improvements;

« Pro g Federal funding to implement the
Washington State Ferries 2040 Long Range Plan; and

Assisting counties, state, and other local jurisdictions
invest in strategic improvements for more sustainable
and efficient freight mobility system that reduces

impacts on local communities and the environ

In order to provide a greater range of
transportation options to help reduce
the impact of transportation related
greenhouse gas emissions, Congress
should:

Invest in funding to improve transportation options
by modernizing and reducing emissions of transit

vehicles, such as expanding electric transit systems
and/or hydrogen-based transportation alternatives;

Invest in the build-out of a network of electric vehicle
(EV) chargers within and between communities;

Extend and expand clean energy and EV tax credits
for businesses and consumers to spur demand for
domestic manufacturing, accelerate clean energy and
EV deployment, and grow our capacity to build those
technologies in the U.S.; and

Invest in multimodal solutions including bike and
pedestrian access, heavy-duty vehicle electrification,
and electrification options for low-income
communities.

Behavioral Health

Elected and appointed county leaders are fully
engaged in reforming the behavioral health system in
Washington State. Our county jails continue to be the
largest mental health institutions in the state and this

is both morally and financially unacceptable. Further,
the behavioral health workforce is woefully inadequate
to meet the steadily increased need and demand for
services. Counties will need federal support to increase
workforce development, training, and retention.

Twenty-two counties and one city have implemented a
1/10th of one percent sales and use tax (approximately
$100 million) to support behavioral health services
(accounting for approximately 90percent of available
revenue). Counties have worked with the state to
expand and integrate behavioral and physical health
care services and create a seamless system of care.

Congress and Federal Agencies can

assist by focusing on several items:

+ Large-scale training programs to rapidly bring new
behavioral health workers into the workforce;

+ Support current workforce retention increasing
federal Medicaid matches in order to help state and
local jurisdictions offer more competitive pay and
reimbursement;

« Permanently revise the federal Institutions for Mental
Disease (IMD) exclusion rule to allow Medicaid to
be used for brief acute behavioral health care stays
or support a Section 1115 Waiver that provides for
this long-term in Washington State. This IMD rule
prohibits Medicaid from reimbursing for both mental
health and chemical dependency inpatient services
in facilities with more than 16 beds. If this rule were to
be suspended or eliminated there would immediately
be additional detox, triage, and inpatient treatment
beds available;

Revise 42 CFR Part 2confidentiality rules for federally
funded programs that treat substance use disorder
(SUD) patients to align with HIPAA;

Expand funding to implement electronic client
management systems and technology to integrate
with electronic health records to better integrate
primary care, behavioral health, and social
determinants of health;

Opioid Dependence,
Overdose and Fatalities

We appreciate Congressional legislative efforts to
address one of the most pressing public health and
safety challenges facing Washington State today.
According to the University of Washington's Addictions,
Drug & Alcohol Institute the total number of drug-
caused deaths involving opioids in 2019 was 852. There
was a 43 percent increase in these deaths in 2020 to
1219 overdoses. According to the Washington State
Department of Health, in the first three months of 2021,
Washington State had “almost 420 overdose deaths of
which almost 50% have been due to fentanyl.”

Expand access to medication-assisted treatment
and provide additional Medicaid-funded Suboxone
treatment slots;

Support federal legislation, such as the Tele-Mental
Health Improvement Act (HR 2264/S.660);

Provide flexibility when implementing federal
legislation, programs, policies, and rules associated
with behavioral health programs and services to meet
the most pressing local needs and the most prevalent
mental health issues for clients;

Funding:

o Workforce training and retention;
o Substance use disorder services;
o Detox services;

Youth early intervention and substance abuse
disorder programs;

Supportive housing opportunities for individuals
with behavioral health issues as these are
foundational to people’s wellbeing and ability to
stabilize and seek treatment, including low barrier
housing;

o,

Transportation - as it is often an obstacle to
sustain treatment for clients and access services;

Increase Medicare reimbursement rates for
behavioral treatment for older adults to improve
access to care for those most vulnerable within
CMS (Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services);

°

Opportunities to provide best practice programs and
services partnering the courts, criminal justice system,
and co-occurring service providers to manage system
impacts and reduce costs;

Availability of evidence-based programs for early
detection and intervention of children and youth
who are developing mental health issues, including
psychosis;

National education on drug take back so citizens
know why and how to dispose of their no longer
needed prescription drugs; and

Removal of barriers to and create additional support
for telehealth opportuni

The consequences of opioid addiction are reverberating
throughout society, devastating families, and
overwhelming health care providers, law enforcement,
social services, and foster care, with particularly dire
consequences for rural and underserved communities.
Turning the tide on the opioid epidemic will require

a coordinated and aggressive response across all
levels of government. It is important to act swiftly

in addressing this national emergency by providing
additional resources and taking the steps outlined
below. Recognizing that government cannot tackle
this issue alone, county leaders are also calling upon
private sector partners, including, but not ted to,
manufacturers, pharmacies, and health care providers
to be part of the solution

PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, AND HUMAN SERVICES 11
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Staff Directory

Administration & Finance

Eric Johnson
Executive Director

(360) 489-3013

ejohnson@wsac.org

Communications & Member Services

Tyler Melhart
Graphic/Web Design
Manager

(360) 489-3016

tmelhart@wsac.org

Lynn Fiorillo-Lowe
Operations and Support
Assistant

(360) 489-3019

Ifiorillo-lowe@wsac.org

Mitch Netzer
Communications Manager

(360) 489-3022

mnetzer@wsac.org

Policy and Legislative Relations

Jaime Bodden

Managing Director,
Washington State
Association of Local Public
Health Officials (WSALPHO)

(360) 489-3011
jbpdden@wsac.org

Axel Swanson
Managing Director,
Washington State
Association of County
Engineers (WSACE)

(360) 489-3014

aswanson@wsac.org

Bridget Lockling
Director, Finance and
Administration

(360) 489-3017
blockling@wsac.org

Jessica Strozewski
Operations Coordinator

(360) 489-3018

jstrozewski@wsac.org

Travis Dutton
Policy Analyst

(503) 953-6631
tdutton@wsac.org

Who
We Are

The Voice of
Washington
Counties

Created in 1906, the Washington State
Association of Counties (WSAC) serves the
counties of Washington State. Members include
elected county commissioners, councilmembers,
and executives from all of Washington’s 39
counties. WSAC provides a variety of services
to its member counties, including advocacy,
professional development, public-private
business partnerships, and a forum to network
and share best practices.

-

SAN JUAN
b

o
My,

While voting within the organization is
limited to county commissioners, council
members, and county executives, the
Association also serves as an umbrella
organization for affiliate organizations
representing:

. County Road Engineers

« Local Public Health Officials

. County Administrators

« Solid Waste Managers

. County Human Service Administrators
« IT Directors

« Planning Directors

. Clerks of County Boards

WSAC also works closely with its sister
organization, the Washington Association
ot County Officials (WACO), which serves
independently elected non-judicial county
officials, including assessors, auditors,
treasurers, prosecutors, coroners, clerks,
and sheriffs.
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Letter from Executive
Director Eric Johnson

On Friday, May 18, 1984, my golden retriever Brubaker and | strode up to open the gates of Lewis

County’s Mayfield Lake County Park - starting my career and affinity for County Government.

If that had been 2022, | would have taken a selfi Sixteen years later, after being elected as
Ah a County Commissioner, | felt the same exhilaration, sense of responsibility, and frankly, awe to

Counties Coastal Caucus
serve, as | took the steps to enter the Historic Lewis County Courthouse.
The Washington State Association of Counties created the

Coastal Counties Caucus, comprised of 14 counties bordering Counties Now | sit at my desk in Thurston County, fortunate to serve hundreds of county elected officials
Puget Sound, Strait of Juan de Fuca, and the Pacific Ocean, o A Involved and hundreds of county department heads, managers, and staff who deliver programs and
shortly before the creation of the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) services that are critical in the daily lives of our county residents.

in 2007. The Caucus creates a forum for counties to interact,
engage, and recommend WSAC positions on issues relating to the One thing for me that has changed in the last 40 years of public service though is The Degree of
waters of Puget Sound, Hood Canal, and the Pacific Ocean. The Ron Wesen, Chair Difficulty.

program also supports members of the Puget Sound Partnership’s Skagit County
Ecosystem Coordination Board and Salmon Recovery Council, Commissioner
both of which have county elected o al representation. The
Caucus works to ensure coastal county interests and priorities are
brought forward to the Legislative Steering Committee, state and

“Degree of difficulty is a concept used in several sports and other competitions to indicate
the technical difficulty of a skill, performance, or course, often as a factor in scoring.”

Brynn Brady

Program Consultant In watching the Olympics this year, | thought about how your success as county elected and

appointed officials is measured based on your execution and performance, and the public

federal agencies, tribal nations, and other key stakeholders. does not really give a hoot about any “degree of difficulty.” Yet | think there is one significant
o difference between the issues and challenges today’s county elected and appointed officials face
2021-22 Activities when compared to those of past: The Degree of Difficulty.
. Support WSAC members serving on Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) Boards, Counciis and Committees This is a 40 year personai professionai refiection, affirmed by conversations that | have nad
. Coordinate representation in PSP meetings and other state efforts that impact communities along the with other colleagues, that | believe you each face unprecedented challenges as county elected
Puget Sound and Pacific coast and appointed officials. It is hard to fathom the complexity of the myriad of issues counties

have faced over just the past two years. It has never been more challenging to be a public
administrator or elected official. One silver lining is that county revenue is as strong for county
government as it has been since the lost days of federal timber harvesting, federal revenue
sharing, sales tax equalization, MVET for criminal justice and public health, and a 6% annual
property tax increase limit!

. Ensure county policy interests are considered in the 2022-2026 PSP Action Agenda Update

. Supporting input and comment on Maritime Washington National Heritage Area Draft Management
Plan.

. Monitoring and providing input to the Ecosystem Coordination Board’s Land Use subcommittee to

better understand land use decisions that impact or enhance salmon recovery efforts. Specifically,
they have identified the following for taking a leadership role: While Counties’ response to the COVID-19 Pandemic has dominated our Association work since
. Monitoring and communicating to Coastal Counties about work plan priorities being planned for the - February 2020, it does not solely reflect the depth of activities for the organization. Yet without
Salmon Recovery Council, including: question, aiding counties’ response to and recovery from the pandemic and understanding the
. Determining whether existing Chinook recovery priorities are the most effective and efficient means of use Coronavirus Relief ﬁCJQ.m and 30<< American Emm.ncm Plan >2.33Q_3@ has dominated our
advancing salmon recovery efforts and revising them if necessary. work and support for counties. Additionally, we continue to work in these core program areas:
. Advancing policy recommendations articulated in the Chinook Implementation Strategy (Bold Actions) as a Pagt f i ¢
means of accelerating Puget Sound salmon recovery efforts + Association public policy development:
. Processing and understanding the results of State/Tribal Riparian Work Group and assist implementation o Transportation Funding - Blake Decision Implementation
where appropriate . : 5
s 3 M- o . N — : o Tax Reform o Foundational Public Health Services/
- Leveraging existing funding sources by pursuing enhancements and better integration o salmon recovery
N priorities -  GMA Reform System Structure
o Forest Resources and Public Lands o Public and Behavioral Health
o Criminal Justice Reform ° Housing and Homelessness
24 L4 5
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PARTNER

NEXTEra
ENERGY 2

T Resounces

Liberty Mutual Insurance

Through your aff

INSURANCE

cashvest.
e

Live Healthy

\4

VECTOR PAYMENTS

tion with WSAC, this exclusive program gives

your county a competitive edge and your employees an exclusive
group discount on auto, home, and other lines of personal
insurance. Plus, with Liberty Mutual’s onsite educational events,
you can deliver the tools your employees need to stay safe and

secure in your workplace.

Live Healthy Prescription

The NACo Prescription Discount Card is provided to you in a joint

effort of your local county government and the National Association

of Counties (NACo). Any county resident without prescription
coverage can use this program. Even if you have prescription
insurance coverage, you may still benefit from the discount card
since it may save you money on prescriptions your existing plan

does not cover.

NACo - National Association of Counties

The National Association of Counties Financial Services Corporation
(NACo FSC) leverages NACo’s networks, evaluates emerging market

county needs and establishes sustainable, cost-

added solutions that can be applied nationwide. By providing quality

saving and value-

solutions, we strive to develop and maintain healthy, vibrant and
safe counties across the United States.

Nationwide

Nationwide Retirement Solutions (NRS) provides county employees

»with a Section 457 Deferred Compensation Program. Since its
inception in 1980, NACo’s Deferred Compensation Program has
@523 to become the largest supplemental retirement income
program available to county employees.

TNACo 1
S

Nationwide’

e WQWEIE

Iurance Fund

Vicki Haworth

Lead Sales Representative
vicki.haworth@libertymutual.com
(360) 705-0600
libertymutual.com

John Losh

Member Outreach Manager
jlosh@naco.org

(202) 661-8832
nacohealth.org

Paul Terragno
Managing Director
pterragno@naco.org
(202) 942-4228
naco.org

Kristopher Morton
Program Director
k.morton@nationwide.com
(614) 398-7184
nrsforu.com

Coronavirus Randenj
Assisting Counties
Respond

wsac.org/recovery

Public health has been a core function of County Government for decades, initially focusing

on the spread of contagious diseases, sanitation, and preventing infectious diseases. Now, our
County Commissioners/Councilmembers serve on our 35 Local Boards of Health that oversee
our local public health departments that deliver crucial on-the-scene services and programs and
implement the goals of Foundational Public Health Services. This pandemic has taught us how
important public health preparedness is and the role WSAC and our partner affiliate, Washington
State Association of Local Public Health Officials (WSALPHO), can play in being a convener and
communicator. As counties continue to lead the pandemic response and recovery, WSAC is
focused on disseminating useful information to our members and facilitating the exchange of
effective strategies and approaches. Hundreds of county leaders joined WSAC’s weekly Virtual
Assembly where they had an opportunity to hear directly from the state agencies and statewide
elected officials.

2021-22 Virtual Assembly Guests
Have Included:

Throughout the pandemic, WSAC has
held regular calls with the Governor’s

. Governor's Office Staff Office to advise on the following:

. Department of Health . Guidelines, metrics, phased
re-opening plans

« Department of Commerce P 9P

. State Auditor

. National Association of Counties

. Orders and proclamations
- OPMA/PRA Orders

. Coronavirus Relief Funds for counties

. Redistricting Commission under 500,000 in population

. State Board of Health - 1152 Implementation
. Attorney General

« American Rescue Plan Coordination

« Association of Washington Business
« Public Utility Districts
. Non-Profit Groups

PROVIDED SUPPORT TO THE FOLLOWING COUNTY LEADERS

’
‘AOU Commissioners, ..lllﬁ Solid Waste »’ IT Directors
@@ councilmembers, W@ Managers

Councilors, and Executives

% Public Health Officials

o @e . 2, Engineers/Public ebile Clerks of the Board/
€q)p® Administrators B Works Directors Councils

} Human Services

abgm Regional/County ¢
@S> Directors

B Planning Directors
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Communications &
Z mg Umq mm*<mnmm Bridget Lockling

Director, Finance and

oversees a icatior Tyler Melhart
and public-private partners Graphic/Web
saving services to counties. The department a

produces in-person, hybrid, and virtual conferences

that provide members and affiliates with networki

and professional development opportunities.

2022 Action Items

Wetiallatelde]s

0 Twitter : Website
1,949 followers 96,000 website visitors
ease fro O
Email

AU Facebook 40+ COVID-19
2,828 page likes News Emails

2021 ENGAGEMENT

25,000 User Impressions
St ch

2021 Summary Financials

By The Numbers

DUES AS
WHERE WSAC REVENUES COME FROM it
Total Revenues — $3,661,294 OF REVENUE
@ Membership Dues 2015 52%
@ Special Assessments 2016 49%

WSAC has a strong compliment of other ® Revenue from Affiliates

funding sources to cover operating costs Contract Services 2017 43%
@ Conferences and Events 2018 54%
4569 @ Endorsements & Other 2019 56%
. Non-Dues Revenues 2020 54%
0% Net Investment Income )
2021 54%

142,706 — 4%

119,670 — 3% —\ A

7 YEAR REVENUE TRENDS

807,107 —22%—~.

1,600,000 e
1,400,000 A
1,200,000
1,000,000
588,170 —16%—
800,000
e e e e
35,000 — 1% SRESE P 7
400,000
1,964,072 — 54%
200,000 —
$191,387 A S ~ T
_ZODmbmm _Z Zm.ﬂ 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
INCOME FROM 2020 wmsnsass Membership Dues s REVENUE from Affiliates emmmem Endorsements & Other
Non-Dues Revenues
e |_itigation Dues Contract Services — Net Investment Income
A
“dmwummo e SpeCial Assessments Conferences and Events

INCREASE IN NET

ASSETS FROM 2020 ]

2021 DUES REVENUE BY TYPE

27% ~
Human Services
INCREASE IN NET ) 5%
blic Land SLA
ASSETS SINCE 2016 P e S WSAC collects
dues to
Transportation mCUU.an 5
mew.ﬂmm s main programs.
SPECIAL FUND General Also collects
CASH BALANCE se% assessments
for 3 other
special projects.
$179,275
SLAC FUND

CASH BALANCE
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Litigation & Amicus

In 2018, the WSAC Membership established the Strategic

Litigation, Adveocacy, and Communication (SLAC) Pragram
designed fo use legal actions as an effective tool to
advance the WSAC policy agenda in coordination with

legisiative advocacy strategies and actions.

WSAC's legal

actions are used sparingly and as a last resort.

Current Litigation Activities

Indigent Defense

The WSAC Board of Directors voted
unanimously during their May 5, 2021,
regular meeting to concur with the findings
provided by the WSAC Legal Committee and
Legislative Steering Committee that there are
merits and reasonable grounds to support a
legal challenge to require the State to fully
fund constitutionally required trial court
indigent defense services and authorized a
legal challenge. WSAC anticipates filing this
legal complaint sometime in 2022. To date,
three counties, Kitsap, Yakima, and Lincoln
have joined as co-plaintiffs. A variety of
legal, analysis and budget documentation is
underway.

Blake Decision

On October 3, 2021, WSAC formally joined 21
Counties as a co-plaintiff against the State to
establish that the State is solely responsible
for all costs associated with implementing

the Blake Decision, including the cost of
vacations, re-sentencings, and for all Legal
Financial Obligation (LFO) refunds. The desired
outcome is a declaration from the court that
the State is required to indemnify counties for

Unfunded Mandate

WSAC, with co-plaintiffs Whitman, Snohomish,
and Kittitas County, filed a complaint with

the King County Superior Court to hold
Senate Bill 5472 (Ballot Drop Box Bill) is a
violation of RCW 43.135.060, Prohibition

of new or extended programs without full
reimbursement. On October 14, 2020, Judge
Lee ruled that SB 5472, which mandated
County Auditors to significantly increase the
number of ballot drop boxes statewide at

an estimated capital cost of over one million
dollars plus yearly operating and maintenance
costs, “is an unfunded mandate pursuant to
RCW 43.135.060.” The state appealed and

on January 27, 2022, the Washington State
Supreme Court issued their ruling:

« RCW 29A.04.430 was the controlling
statute for election cost reimbursement
and not the unfunded mandate statute,
RCW 43.135.060.

« Counties are entitled to reimbursement
only for the State’s proportional share of
costs.

+ The 2020 legislative amendments to
RCW 29A.04.430 do not violate Article I,
Section 37.

Advocacy

e Legislative Advocacy & Policy Division

sorts one of WSAC's primary goals:

oranch ©

e health and safety of all

A

ear. It was the second year
in a remote-only format and
tackled issues substantively
more appropriate for a 105-
day session. The self-impos

Staff

Jaime Bodden
Managing Director,
WSALPHO

Axel Swanson
Managina Director, WSACE
Travis Dutton
Policy Analyst

Chris Goodwin
FPHS Policy Advisor
Paul Jewell

Policy Director

Juliana Roe
Policy Director

Curtis Steinhauer
Policy Analvst
Brianna Steere
FPHS [ v Advisor
Mike Hoover

Policy Censultant

operating budget, the
Legislature did one other
thing no one expected
them to - they managed
to pass a $17 billion,
16-year transportation
package. The s

was nowhere however, the Legislature /
S year passed a $64 billion

Legislature only passed 340 operating budget, which

bills in 2021’s 105-day session, was $2 n more
than what the governor
proposed and a full $5
billion more than the
budget they passed just
one year ago.

all Blake expenses, including all LFO refunds

and the administrative costs to implement this » Counties do not have a vested right to full

Washington State Supreme Court decision reimbursement (even though costs were

(judicial, clerk, prosecutor, public defense, incurred).

administration and operations) that counties . Case is remanded to King County Superior

ncur in implementing the Blake Decision. Court for further proceedings.
Negotiations are occurring with the Attorney

« General's Office and legislation was introduced

to establish a program for reimbursement to

counties and individuals who paid LFOs.

.

8 3
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Learn more:
www.wsac.org/federal

Federal Priorities Legislative Priorities

The Washington State Association of Counties is engaged on federal policy
development and advocacy pertaining to National Association of Counties (NACo0)
Resolutions, proposed federal legislation, agency actions as well as other federal

In Washington, state government’s strength and the strength of the state’s 39 counties
are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. State government’s success requires thriving,
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issues and proposals that have direct implication and nexus to the operations and
administration of county government in Washington State.

Federal Priorities

As part of WSAC Federal Policies and Positions, WSAC members

adopted these 2022 Federal Priority Issues:

. COVID-19 Pandemic Relief Assistance

and Public Health Support - All counties,

regardless of size and population, need access
nal direct, equitable, flexible, stable,
and long-term funding to respond to this
pandemic, rebuild the economy, and strengthen
our communities. It is important that countics
have a strong federal funding partner for
local public health jurisdictions. Stable and
consistent funding of key federal grants helps
counties build resiliency in the event of health
emergencies, outbreaks, economic changes,
and natural disasters.

. Medicaid Inmate Exclusion - Congress needs
to reinstate federal health care benefits for
non-convicted justice involved individuals
Congress must address the crisis caused by
this callous Medicaid inmate exclusion policy
that strips individuals who are still presumed

2R

innocent of their federat benefits.

. Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT) - This vital
funding mechanism ensures counties rec
property tax like compensation for federal
lands within their boundaries. Full, predictable,
and permanent mandatory funding for the PILT
programs is needed to assure counties receive
a property tax like compensation for federal
lands within their boundaries. In Federal Fiscal
Year (FFY) 2021, Washington’s counties (37 of
39) received $24.9 million in PILT.

. Infrastructure - Federal funding support for
new and aging public infrastructure is needed
to support a vibrant economy, public health
and safety, and a sustainable environment.
Washington State is expected to grow by two
million residents in the next twenty years. It

ificant local, state, federal, and

private infrastructure investment to sustain

a strong, competitive economy with thriving

communities.

Secure Rural Schools (SRS) - Permanent
reauthorization and funding of the SRS program
is important to Washington State counties.

In FFY20, Washington’s counties (27 of 39)
received $15.2 million in SRS funding, a decline
from $15.8 million in FFY 2019. We ask Congress

o Repeal the 5% automatic reduction in
payment

o Restore full funding of SRS back to historic
25% funding level counties received with
inflation built into the payment mechanism.

o Provide for yearly election of Title II/1ll
designation

o Allow Resource Advisory Committee (RAQ)
appointments to be made at the regional or
local forest level.

Active Forest Management and Catastrophic
Wildfires - Congress and the Administration
must act to reduce the threat of catastrophic
wildfire. A joint study conducted by the
Washington State Department of Natural
Resources, the United States Forest Service,
and The Nature Conservancy found that

2.7 million acres of eastern Washington
forestland needs restoration. Federal lands
account for 42 percent of the unhealthy forest
identified. Policies and legislation, as well as
pilot programs and projects, are needed to
renew the federal government’s commitment
to manage federal forests for the benefit

of counties containing federal forestland.
Management should be conducted in a
manner that produces a sustainable resource
yield, improves forest health, protects the
environment, and aids in the prevention of
catastrophic wildfires.

flexible, front-line implementation partners in counties. Counties’ success requires an
active, resourceful, supportive partner in state government. Here’s how Washington’s
39 counties and Legislature can work together to make urgent progress on shared

priorities in the 2022 Legislative Session:

Responding to the
COVID Crisis

Disease response,

containment, and resiliency.

Adequate funding for case investigation,
vaccination, and public outreach/
education, as well as for coordination of
care for people isolated in quarantine who
need support beyond testing. Statc and
local communities must also look beyond
the immediate needs of the pandemic to
consider how to address inequities in health,
cal services, and systemic
discrimination by bolstering networks that
include social services, behavioral health,
businesses, public health, and health care.

Behavioral health.

Adequate funding for the behavioral health
system, including jails. Mental health

and substance use disorder treatment
programs are essential county services.
The pandemic has increased the need

for care of those with mental health and
substance use problems and those suffering
from the psychosocial consequences of the
pandemic. County jails inappropriately serve
as substance use disorder and mental health
institutions but are not designed or staffed
to provide sufficient treatment.

Affordable housing.

New investment in stabilizing housing
situations for tenants and homeowners.
Even before the pandemic, Washington
communities faced a massive affordable
housing shortage and a growing number of
persons entering homelessness.

Government operations

during the pandemic.

Modifying Washington’s existing Open
Public Meeting Act and Public Records
Act to preserve their spirit while ensuring
compliance. The OPMA should be updated
to allow use of new remote technologies
that better serve the public and provide
flexibility to public meetings and testimony,
especially in emergency situations. PRA
response times must be flexible in an
emergency where physical access to
documents is impaired or when mail delivery
may be less frequent due to remote work
arrangements.

Courts.

Provide counties with funds to alleviate the

impacts of the already backlogged court

system worsened by the pandemic. Support

for the judiciary and maintaining effective,
fficient courts are crucial to a just society.

Broadband access.

Continue investment to expand broadband
access. Geographic, economic, and other
variables hinder access to quality high-
speed broadband for too many Washington
residents, with inadequate and unaffordable
service in every county across the state.

Combatting Climate
Change and Protecting
our Environment

Climate change.

Adequate funding and flexibility to adapt
any new climate change impact reduction
responsibilities to local conditions. Counties
can help the state meet its goals for
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Policy and Legislative Relations Staff

Eric Johnson
Executive Director
(360) 489-3013
ejohnson@wsac.org

Travis Dutton
Policy Analyst
(503) 953-6631
tdutton@wsac.org

Policy Director
(360) 489-3012
jroe@wsac.org

Legislative Steering
Committee

Jaime Bodden

Managing Director, Washington
State Association of Local Public
Health Officials (WSALPHO)
(360) 489-3011
jbodden@wsac.org

Chris Goodwin
FPHS Policy Advisor
(564) 200-3166
cgoodwin@wsac.org

FPHS Policy Advisor
(564) 200-3171
bsteere@wsac.org

Brianna Steere % Curtis Steinhauer

Axel Swanson

Managing Director,
Washington State Association
of County Engineers (WSACE)
(360) 489-3014
aswanson@wsac.org

Paul Jewell
Policy Director
(360) 489-3024
pjewell@wsac.org

Policy Analyst
(360) 580-2301
csteinhauer@wsac.org

Mike Hoover
Policy Consultant
Mike Hoover Public Affairs

(360) 561-6853
mike@hooverpa.com

The Legislative Steering Committee (LSC) is responsible
for preparing and recommending a proposed legislative
agenda for the review and approval of the active WSAC
members. The LSC monitors the events of each legislative
session and is empowered to adopt policy relating to
legislation, executive branch po icies and operation, and

counties

involved
Kate Dean, Brad Peck,
Co-Chair Co-Chair

Jefferson County  Franklin County

Co
Lom

issioner

the activities of other organizations and associations.
—LSC ROSTER
Dan Blankenship Derek Gianukakis Robert Gelder
Adams County Ferry County Kitsap County
Chris Seubert Brad Peck Laura Osiadacz
Asotin County Franklin County Kittitas County
Jerome Delvin Jim Nelson David Sauter
Benton County Garfieid County Klickitat County
Kevin Overbay Rob Jones Lindsey Pollock
Chelan County Grant County Lewis County
Peach Vickie Raines Scott Hutsell
Cl m County Grays Harbor County Lincoln County
Gary Medvigy Sharon Trask
Clark County island County Mason County
Charles Amerein Kate Dean Chris Branch
Columbia County Jefferson County Okanogan County
Dennis Weber Joe McDermott Lisa Olsen
Cowlitz County King County Council Pacific County
Dan Sutton Dow Constantine John Gentle
Douglas County King County Executive Pend Oreille County

Derek Young Al French
Pierce County Council Spokane County
Ryan Mello Wes McCart

Pierce County Council
Alternate

Bruce Dammeier

Pierce County Executive
Jamie Stephens

San Juan County

Lisa Janicki

Skagit County

Bob Hamlin

Skamania County

Megan Dunn

Snohomish County Council

Dave Somers
Snohomish County
Executive

Stevens County

Carolina Mejia
Thurston County

Lee Tischer
Wahkiakum County
Greg Tompkins
Walla Walla County

Kaylee Galloway
Whatcom County Council

Satpal Sidhu
Whatcom County Executive

WASHINGTON

STATE ASSDCIATION

of COUNTIES

Art Swannack
Whitman County

Amanda McKinney
Yakima County
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WASHINGTON

STATE ASSOCIATION

of COUNTIES

info@wsac.org

206 Tenth Avenue SE Olympia, WA 98501 | (360) 753-1886

@WACounties

The Voice of
WSalialeltelp
Counties

WWW.WSsac.org
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Responding to the COVID Crisis Continued

@ Ending Racial Disparities and Social Inequities

%
m Government Operations \W Courts

n@ Health Disparities WH U.,, Public Defense
POSITION POSITION
POSITION

Modifying Washington’s existing Open Public Meeting Provide counties with funds to alleviate the impacts
Act and Public Records Act to preserve their spirit of the already backlogged court system worsened by
while ensuring compliance the pandemic.

Adequate funding for trial court public defense costs
departments to increase capacity, modernize, to ensure the constitutionally protected right to a

and manage emerging threats and longstanding defense attorney for all

. OUTCOME OUTCOME
health im ts
ea pac OUTCOME

Stable and adaptive funding for public health

o The final version of HB 1329 includes key provisions of °
HB 1056. The combined bill allows counties to conduct

ed to assist trial courts across

OQUTCOME o Noad the state in addressing the backlog created by the

nal funds were allocated for public defense.

o $5 million to support community-based strategies for

cessation, treatment, and prevention from tobacco and
vapor products, including education and prevention

fully remote meetings when a local or statewide
emergency is declared; requires the opportunity for
public comment in certain circumstances; requires

pandemic through the use of pro tem judges and
backlog coordinators.

o $2.5M for trial courts to address impacts of the

the opportunity for public comment remotely, if
feasible, upon the request of an individual for whom
in-person attendance is difficult; and requires most e $5M forau
public agencies, except the smallest, to post agendas the state.
online. Public agencies are encouraged to provide for o $4.9M for grant funding to counties for the creation
increased access and participation through the use of of new therapeutic courts or expansion of services in
remote technologies. existing therapeutic courts.

centered on reducing youth access. COVID-19 pandemic.

« HB 1893 passed and gives local public health the
authority to grant EMTs additional medical oversight
during local emergencies as a strategy to increase
access to care in remote areas.

visual upgrades in courtrooms across

A

T State v. Blake

> Affordable Housing

. strative Office of

$46.7

to este

nd proce

v 2023 to facl

shing a proec
pport the district and mu
here were also funds dedicated to homeles:
on, and affordable ho
tion legal aid, homeless
osure prevention, permanen portive housing, and se

nelessness into affordable housin

ffice of Legal

, education technical assis

WWW.WSaC.0rg 3




10586 VM

‘sweuboid aysem pijos jo Buipuny aininy 1oy
saibeleuls dojaasp pue sjesodosd ajsem PIIOS snoLieA 4o 53502 8y Apnis 0} Juswalinbal
o€} UolISsBIp diqoiseue pue Bunsodwod JO uojsuedxs Buuinba.
PUBJ WOy Wayy BUInOWS] ‘S8)SeM PIIOS 13430 WOy Wway) bueiedss
Aq Apusiayip saysem dluebio bujbeuew 1oy siuawsalinbau syuswaldw) 67| gHSZ3 o

‘sope.bdn sunbai Aew pue spiepuels mau jasw os|e ysnw
SWo1sAs dumded seb Bunsixa UHM sjiypueT “swelsAs eanydes sel jjypue) lleisut o) seb
SUBLISW JO [9A3] UIRLISD B JIWS JeY) PUR BZIS UIead € O § jpue| sainbal £99| gHSZI e

INODLNO

SS920NS 104 [RIDNID S| JUBWSBRURW 315eM PIOS 40 81NNy auy Ul BunsaAul
104 Buipuny pajedipsq ‘JUswiuouAue 8y Budslold pue Spuewap BuMolb Bunasw
swe.Boid a3sem pijos Aunod o3 (eanud S| 2INONI3Se.IUI BUBLIOM pUe ‘B34S ‘UIBPON

NOILISOd

uswabeuep aysepy BTG

panuRuo) uswuosAUg INO Buldelold pue 2BuRy) aewyd Bumeqwon

‘Buluued 10y Juswuianoh |e20] 0}
siuelsb uoy 396png Buielado BU3 Ul papnpul sjuoljiw OL$ e

‘suiaped yuswdojaasp
Buljieaaid uo paseq salepunaqg von isnipe oy
SeRuNod U0y Aemyied aAdudsald e s81eaId €655 §SST o

‘SAYUINVYT UIYIIM Sasn pamoyje ayy
spuedxa osfe 1| 'SQUINY1 paleuBIsap ul Juswdojenspal
Pue |yul 104 Aljqixaly 191886 SMOJle S/ZS 9SSTz -

‘saldyjod Bujuueld apIm-A3Unod Ul S821n0sal [eanyno

1equ} Buissaippe 10y saibajeils BpPN|2Ul 0} SIUBWUIBACH

1820} sauinbau osje 3| “Buluue|d saisusysidwod 1e20] ul
@1edidpied o) saquy 1oy ssedoud e S9}BBID L1/l GHS e

'S813UNOD BUIMOIB }s3ise) pue

1596.e| 83U 4oy UYdBYD UoneIUBWSIdW] JeBA-aA) B sppe

OS|e 3 "U8} 01 sueak 1ybla wouy 3|94 ayepdn Buluue|d
dnIsusyaiduwiod Aiojepuew ay) Spusixa LyzL gHSZI e

Elllenlile]

S3UO Mau Aue oy Buipuny pue ‘syuswalinbay
Buiuue|d Joy 82unos Buipuny ajqeuleisns ‘a|qelal
‘M3U e pue ‘yimolb Buibeuew u Ay REIWEN-ENS)

NOLLISOd

uswabeuey YIMmoln %ﬂ

'Passed Jou sem [l 8y ‘suoperdosse uondajold
24l puejdbue. Jo uoneIado BAIIIYE PUR BJes BY} INSuUd
O} POPI3U SBUNSEIAW BY) SSBSSE I8)1aq O} 128foid yo51d
uofeld0sse uolda3old 2.y puebuel e 1anpuod 03

ANQ BUBINIISUL “UOISSSS SIY) PIDNPOIIUI SeM L68L §H o

'SBUNOD dAY
Ul AB81e1IS UORAISSUOD WIB}-BUO| 19j8.1unwW pajgiew
au1 Agq paiaquinous spuejisaioy syels sdejdal 0}
Spuej 8seyound 01 ¥YNQ ay1 4oy bulpuny apircsd
01186pnq Buneiado ayj ul papiAoid sj uoljiw OLE e

‘pajiey Ajjewnn
BUL "(E€9S €S ‘S68L GH) 21LIS 8U) Ul PUB(ISS.I0) puedxa
01 sweiBoud yuswa|duw 0} pue sweiboid UoNeAIaSUOD
puefisalo} adueyus o3 uone|si6al pasodoid dNgeyL e

IWOOLNO

‘'suINg paquosald

Buileuipiood pue ‘seale paydsie Bujey 1geysa. ‘sauiy
puelpjim Buluieluod pue Buipuodsal Aoualisal ay
Bupueyus ‘yyesy 1saioy Buinoidw 10} S82IN0S31 MAN

NOILISOd

uiesH 3sai04 @@

“VrI 9y} ul weiboud uoneloysal
PUe JusWade|dal ‘[eAOWSI LIBAIND [RUOHRU MBU aU)
yBnouiyy papinoid syuelb pre |e19p8y aAlIedwWoD 10y
BuiAjdde ui syuswsiinbal yojew 104 spuny |e20] pue aje)s
ab6e1aA3] Aj3uiof 03 pasn aq Aew s1o9loid [erows. saLueqg
Usl s,L0AsM 1oy uonendoidde ayy ey seyeys abenbue|
Mmau ay1 ‘Ajleoydads Aianoda. s8dads pue uoneloysal
1elqey aziwpdo pue sedinosal pue syoafoid ayeulpiood
O3 pleog |eroway JaLieg Usi4 HOqQy uelg ay3 ybnouyy
48U19603 310M UED 9M JBY} OS SIUBWUISAOE (20| pue
9181S 8y} ussmiaq uonesadood ayy BuuayBualls Jo
123443 83 3ney Ajinyadoy Jim jeyy sbenbuey jusiul,
SPNPUI S30P UONE|SIBB] MBU B ‘SIUBWUIBAOS [B20]
10} papiroid sem Buipuny ou sjIUA ‘sisLIRG POUMO
21e]s 1o) U SEP'TS$ PaledOjle aunje|siBa) 8yl e

3IW0dLNO

‘weliboid psseq

~Pausiaiem pajeuipiood e ybnouyy A1snodal jeyqgey
SZIWIXeW pUR SLIBAIND BUI0|q-Ysly JO SpURSNOY)
Soe|dal Jo edal 03 Bulpuny s1enbape spInoiy

NOILISOd

1eyqeH uowres oI

'SPaau [e2131d 10y Jamod

dnxoeq apiroid pue Aduaijisal PUB adueyUS 0) SBulp|ing

Ajunwwod uj sbetols A1s11eq pue yuswAoldap Jejos
9se3.dUul 0} Bulpuny Juelb sapnjdul 19bpng Bunesado ayy e

'ssed jou pip |iiq 8y} Ing ‘Buluueld Juawiuianob
18301 JO S1503 dy3 BulpN|dUl ‘6601 GHSZI Bunuswajdwi
104 126png Bunesado ayy ul papiaoid sem uol|jiw LGS o

'SINUIL 1sB| B} 1B SSNOH Y3 Ul PAIP [IIq BY} ‘19ASMOH
“Adusilisal ajewl|d Jo senss| ssaippe o} sa13UNod e
paiinbai aAey pjnom osje 3 ‘P3I2ARI) S3|IW 3|DIYdA pue
suo 2 OHO BuidNpal 104 ueld 0} $a1IUNOD BWos 104
S1UdWOIINDYI popNaUl 3| *0BuLyd dlcwid Buisso4ppeE 10y
VIND 343 03 206 MaU B Pappe 8ARY PINOM 660L GHSZI o

ANODLNO

SUOIIPUOD [820)
iqisuodsal uononpas 1oedwi sbueyd ajewd
mau Aue jdepe o1 Ay QIX3)4 pue Bulpuny ajenbspy

NOILISOd

abuey) 3wy m@

juswuoldiAuzg anQo @

Bunosjoid pue sbueys arewnd bunjequod




