
JEFFERSON COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA REQUEST

TO:       Board of County Commissioners

Mark McCauley, County Administrator
FROM:  Heidi Eisenhour, Commissioner

DATE:   April z4, 2023
SUBJECT:      Resolution in support of decriminalizing entheogens

STATEMENT OF ISSUE: We have been asked to consider adopting a resolution requesting that the arrest,
investigation, and prosecution of individuals involved with entheogen- related activities be amongst the
lowest priority in Jefferson County and declaring support for decriminalization of these activities. We realize
that these changes need to be made at the state level to be truly effective, that our local sheriff and
prosecuting attorney are bound to uphold state law and that our communities' values indicate a desire for
change of laws regulating entheogens.

ANALYSIS: All members of the BoCC have received multiple requests to support a resolution regarding
entheogens and have worked actively with the Jefferson County Sheriff and Port Townsend Psilocybin
Society to craft the statement before us today. Both the Jefferson County Board of Health( July 15, 2021)
and the City of Port Townsend (December 20, 2021) have adopted resolutions supporting the
decriminalization of entheogens.

Many Jefferson County residents, especially local elders, are already working intentionally with entheogens
often as end-of-life patients seeking support for end-of-life anxiety, people who are seeking healing from

addiction or PTSD, people seeking healing from other medical conditions, or people simply seeking to
become healthier in general. Access is limited to those who have privileged access and connections.
Decriminalization creates a context where those who want to use these plants for healing can be supported in
doing so. It also reduces the harm that stems directly from criminalization, regardless of one' s intention for
using entheogens.

With this resolution we will join with our colleagues at the City of Port Townsend and on the Board of
Health to support decriminalization of entheogens. And thus, this resolution is in support of changing laws at
the state and federal levels to more accurately represent our community' s values.

FISCAL IMPACT:  None.

RECOMMENDATION:   Discuss and approve the resolution.

REVIEWED BY:

Z

Mark McCauley,   ounty Administrator Date



STATE OFWASHINGTON
COUNTY OFJEFFERSON

Resolution Requesting that theArrest,   
RESOLUTION NO. ____  Investigation, andProsecution ofIndividuals

Involved withEntheogen-related Activities be
Amongst theLowest Priority inJefferson
County andDeclaring Support forFull
Decriminalization ofthese Activities

WHEREAS, “ entheogen” isherein defined asthefullspectrum ofpsychedelic plants, fungi, and
natural materials (including living, fresh, dried, orprocessed plantorfungal material, including
teasorpowders) containing indole amines, tryptamines, orphenethylamines, including, butnot
limited to, psilocybin mushrooms, ayahuasca, cacti containing mescaline, andiboga; and

WHEREAS, entheogenic plants havebeen considered sacred tohuman cultures forthousands of
years andusedtoinspire personal andspiritual well-being, restore psychological andphysical
wellness, andenrich connection withnature. Such usehasbeencontinued within indigenous
cultures, religious/spiritual practitioners, healers, mental health professionals, andcurious
individuals fromaround theworld, manyofwhom havebeen forced underground; and

WHEREAS, chronic depression, anxiety disorders, addiction anddrugoverdoses, end-of-life
distress, intergenerational trauma, andother issues challenge ourcommunity; and

WHEREAS, bothviascientific/clinical studies andwithin continuing community andpersonal
contexts, theuseofentheogens hasbeen shown tobebeneficial intreating theabove
conditions, aswellasimproving mental andsocio-emotional health andsupporting thewell- 
beingofindividuals andcommunities ingeneral; and

WHEREAS, entheogens havebeenshown toalleviate symptoms ofpost-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) experienced byfront-lineworkers andfirst responders suchashealthcare
providers, paramedics, EMTs, police, firefighters, andmilitary veterans; and

WHEREAS, entheogens havebeenshown toalleviate treatment resistant casesofopioid and
methamphetamine usedisorders atsignificantly higher rates thanother treatments forsubstance
usedisorders, andtoreduce prison recidivism; and

WHEREAS, entheogens areregarded asnon-addictive andarenotassociated withviolent
behavior, andtheirphysical andpsychological riskscanbemitigated through screening
processes, guidance onappropriate dosages, education onsafeandresponsible use, andaccess to
support; and
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WHEREAS, therisksofengaging withentheogenic plantsand fungistemmorefromtheeffects
ofthembeing criminalized thanfromanyhealth riskofusing entheogens themselves.  
Criminalization limitsaccess toaccurate education, harm reduction information, andappropriate
training forfirst responders, anddecreases thechance that those havingachallenging experience
oraninjury while using anentheogen willcall foremergency support duetofearofcriminal
repercussions; and

WHEREAS, decriminalization promotes equitable access byprotecting against
commercialization andregulatory frameworks that limitaccess, ensuring that thebenefits of
entheogens remain accessible toalladult members ofthecommunity whocanthuspursue their
ownchosen healing paths; and

WHEREAS, protecting thesafety, welfare, health, andpeaceofthepeople ofthisstate means
prioritizing thisstate'slimited lawenforcement resources inthemosteffective, consistent, and
rational way; and

WHEREAS, theso-called WaronDrugs hasledtotheunnecessary penalization, arrest, and
incarceration ofvulnerable people, particularly peopleofcolorandpeople oflimited financial
means, rather than prioritizing harm-reduction policies totreatdrugabuseasanissueofpublic
health; and

WHEREAS, theUnited Nations considers Entheogenic Plant andFungi material used forritual
purposes asexcluded fromSchedule 1substances; and

WHEREAS, avariety ofjurisdictions intheUnited States, including Oakland, CA; Denver, CO;  
AnnArbor/Washtenaw County, MI; Seattle, WA; Cambridge, MA; Washington, D.C.; andthe
stateofCOdecriminalized entheogens, andlegislators introduced similar bills in2023 inCA,  
NY, MI, andseveral other states; andvarious entheogens arelegalorhave beendecriminalized
inseveral countries including Portugal, Brazil, Jamaica, and theNetherlands; and

WHEREAS, theJefferson County Board ofHealth passed aresolution inJulyof2021 supporting
theremoval ofentheogens andthepsychoactive chemicals theycontain fromthejurisdiction of
theControlled Substances Actandrecommending that federal, state, andlocal lawenforcement
agencies pursue adecriminalization strategy foradult useofentheogens; and

WHEREAS, Port Townsend CityCouncil passed aresolution onDecember 20th, 2021
unanimously adopting aresolution declaring theuse, growth, possession, anddistribution of
entheogenic plants tobe “among thelowest lawenforcement priority fortheCityofPort
Townsend” anddeclaring thatnocityfundsorresources should beexpended towards law
enforcement activity concerning adult useofentheogens; and

WHEREAS, while recognizing that changing federal orstate lawsorpenalties isbeyond the
scopeofitsauthority, theBoard ofCommissioners wishes toacknowledge thehealing potentials
ofentheogens foritslocal community andtodeclare itsdesire nottoexpend County resources in
anyinvestigation, detention, arrest, orprosecution arising outofalleged violations ofstateand
federal lawregarding entheogens.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED bytheJefferson County Board ofCommissioners,  
that theBoard:  

Section 1. Requests that theinvestigation, arrest, andprosecution ofadults engaging in
entheogen-related activities, including butnot limited tothecultivation, gathering, orsharing of
entheogens foruseinreligious, spiritual, healing, orpersonal growth practices when ingested out
ofviewofthepublic, should beamong Jefferson County’slowest lawenforcement priorities.   

Section 2. Wewould liketoseeafuture where nocounty fundsorresources areusedtoassist in
theenforcement oflaws imposing criminal penalties fortheplanting, cultivating, purchasing,  
transporting, distributing, possessing, orusing entheogens byadults when reasonably possible.  
Thisdoesnotpreclude enforcing other lawswhen entheogens arepresent.  

Section 3. Supports decriminalization ofthese activities atthestate andfederal level and
commits toaddtoitsagenda forthe2024state legislative session support forfull
decriminalization ofentheogens, including advocating fornoregulated legalization ofany
entheogens without decriminalization occurring firstorwithin thesame legislative session.  

Section 4. Maintains that theuseandpossession ofallcontrolled substances should be
understood primarily asapublic health issue andsupports harm reduction strategies.  

Section 5. Recommends that federal andstateenforcement agencies move towards a
decriminalization strategy foradult useofentheogens.   

Section 6. Declares that thisresolution doesnotauthorize orenable anyofthefollowing
activities: commercial salesofentheogens, possessing ordistributing these materials inschools,  
driving under theinfluence ofthese materials; orpublic disturbance.  

Section 7. Nothing inthisResolution shallbeinterpreted toprohibit ordiscourage thefilingof
charges thatarenotcovered herein.  

SIGNATURES FOLLOW ONTHENEXT PAGE)  
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APPROVED ANDADOPTED this ______ dayof ____________, 2023.   

JEFFERSON COUNTY
BOARD OFCOUNTY COMMISSIONERS

SEAL:  

GregBrotherton, Chair

KateDean, Member

ATTEST: ______________________________  
HeidiEisenhour, Member

APPROVED ASTOFORM:  

Carolyn Gallaway,            Date PhilipC. Hunsucker,     Date
ClerkoftheBoard ChiefCivilDeputy Prosecuting Attorney
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