
JEFFERSON COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR AGENDA REQUEST

TO:       Board of County Commissioners

Mark McCauley, County Administrator

FROM:   Heidi Eisenhour, Commissioner District 2

DATE:    May 1, 2023

RE: LETTER of APPRECIATION re: Washington State Department of Transportation

WSDOT) re: Hood Canal Bridge Construction Schedule

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

As stated in our letter, Jefferson County and the entire North Olympic Peninsula, are dependent

on the Hood Canal Bridge ( HCB) for the daily flow of commerce and emergency services. We
also appreciate the need for the Center Lock Rehabilitation, and the need to do the work in the

summer. We are writing to share our appreciation for WSDOT hearing the concerns of our
community and changing their bridge work schedule. In the letter we are also sharing a couple
of additional issues with service changes and bridges closures this summer.

ANALYSIS:

Along with the City of Port Townsend and other local partners, the Board of Commissioners has
been sharing our concerns about the impact of the proposed HCB closures on our local
economy at the busiest time of the year in our community. We sincerely appreciate WSDOT' s
willingness to engage with the impacted local communities and amend their plans but we still

have some concerns about support for our emergency responders to deal with the impacts of

this new closure plan. Finally, just this week we learned about WSDOT' s plans to close the
Bainbridge Island Ferry run to vehicular traffic the week of September 7— 13— which includes

the weekend of the Wooden Boat Festival.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board of Commissioners approve and sign the letter of appreciation.

REVIEWED BY:

Mark McCa I y, County Administrator . Date



BoardofCountyCommissioners
1820JeffersonStreet

POBox1220
PortTownsend, WA98368

KateDean, District 1 Heidi Eisenhour, District 2 GregBrotherton, District 3

May1, 2023

SecretaryRogerMillar
WashingtonStateDepartmentofTransportation
P.O. Box47300
Olympia, WA98504-7300

SteveRoark, OlympicRegionAdministrator
WashingtonStateDepartmentofTransportation
P.O. Box47440
Tumwater, WA98504-7440

SecretaryMillarandMr. Roark,  

Asyouknow, inJeffersonCountyandtheentireNorthOlympicPeninsula, wearedependentontheHoodCanalBridge
HCB) forthedailyflowofcommerceandemergencyservices. WeappreciatetheneedfortheCenterLockRehabilitation,  

andtheneedtodotheworkinthesummer. Wealsoappreciatethecomplexnatureofthisprojectandappreciate
WSDOT’swillingnesstoengagewiththeimpactedlocalcommunities.  

Wearewritingtodaytoexpressourappreciationforyouandyourteamhearingourconcernsaboutthisprojectand
distributingtheimpactawayfromconcentrated weekendclosuresintheheartofourbusyseason. Thenewplanalso
providesalevelofclarityabouttheprojectthatallowsforourcommunitytoplanandprepare.  

Duetofluidnatureoftheconstruction, weunderstandthevariablesthatmaystillimpactthe911medicalservices
withinJeffersonCounty. Ouremergencyrespondersaredevelopingcontingencyplansforvariableplannedand
unplannedscenariosandareplanningtoaddambulancepersonnelthatmaybeusedforthesecontingencies. Estimates
puttheprojectedcostsatapproximately $75,000fortheadditionalpersonnelandequipmentforthescheduledclosures.  
Unplannedorextendedclosureswouldobviouslycausethatestimatetoincrease. EJFRappreciates thepartnershipwith
JeffersonCountyandWSDOTofficials.  

ththFinally, wejustlearnedaboutplanstoclosetheBainbridgeFerryforvehicletrafficfromSeptember7 to13. This
happenstocoincidewiththeweekendofourbelovedtheWoodenBoatFestival. Wewouldaskthatyouconsider
movingthisdisruptionofservicebackaweek. Allevents, includingWBF, arerecoveringfromtheimpactsofthe
pandemic. Thisclosureofservicewillimpactoutcommunitygreatlyonthisweekend.  

Thankyouforupdatingyourplans! WeappreciatetheattentiontotheHoodCanalBridge, andtoourconcernsabout
impacttothecommunitiesoftheNorthOlympicPeninsula.  

Sincerely,  

GregBrotherton KateDean HeidiEisenhour

C:   GovernorJayInslee, StateofWashington
thSenatorKevinVanDeWege, 24 LegislativeDistrict

thRepresentativeMikeChapman, 24 LegislativeDistrict
thRepresentativeSteveTharinger, 24 LegislativeDistrict

Phone (360) 385-9100 Fax (360) 385-9382 jeffbocc@co. jefferson.wa.us


