
JEFFERSON COUNTY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA REQUEST

TO:  Board of County Commissioners
Monte Reinders, Acting County Administrator

FROM: Heidi Eisenhour, Commissioner

DATE:  October 20, 2022

SUBJECT:    Comments on PNW Scenic Trail Comprehensive Plan scoping process

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

At our October 17, 2022 meeting I offered to take the lead on reviewing and compiling comments on the
Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail Comprehensive Plan Public Scoping Document we all received last
week. Included are my draft comments for your review. I consulted and received feedback from Monte, John
Fleming and Jeff Chapman in compiling these comments for submittal before the deadline.

ANALYSIS:

Significant sections of the Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail ( PNNST) that crosses the entirety of
Jefferson County from the Port Townsend ferry dock in the east to the mouth of the Hoh River in the west
run across non- federal lands including a shared corridor with the Larry Scott Memorial Trail ( LSMT) and
the Olympic Discovery Trail ( ODT), both being County managed trails. The eastern portal of the ODT
begins at the boatyard in Port Townsend, our county seat, and extends approximately 27 miles from Puget
Sound connecting to the Miller Peninsula community of Blyn along Sequim Bay. In a recent estimate this
section of the ODT sees about 500 users a day and over 135, 000 annually.

Jefferson County is actively working with the Peninsula Trails Coalition to expand the developed trail in
East Jefferson County. We collaborate with other public entities and private landowners/neighbors to design
the trail route and acquire easements for trail development. The includes working with Jamestown S' Klallam
Tribe, City of Port Townsend, Clallam County, Jefferson Public Utility District, Jefferson Land Trust, North
Olympic Salmon Coalition, Rayonier Pacific Resource Unit, WA State Parks, WA Department of Natural

Resources, WA Department of Transportation, and WA Department of Fish& Wildlife on trail

development, management, and uses, including addressing the permitting of new technologies such as
electric assisted vehicles and their motorized status under state law. Our comments reflect the experience of

decades of collaborative work with these entities in trail development.

FISCAL IMPACT:  None.

RECOMMENDATION:   Finalize and send comments by deadline.

REVIEWED- BY:
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Wearewriting tocomment aspartofthescoping forthePacific Northwest National ScenicTrail
PNNST) DraftComprehensive Plan. Significant sectionsofthePNNST thatcrosses theentirety
ofJefferson County fromthePortTownsend ferrydockintheeasttothemouthoftheHohRiver
inthewestrunacrossnon-federal lands includingashared corridor withtheLarryScott
Memorial Trail (LSMT) andtheOlympic Discovery Trail (ODT), bothbeingCounty managed
trails. Theeastern portaloftheODTbeginsattheboatyard inPortTownsend, ourcountyseat,  
andextends approximately 27milesfromPugetSound connecting totheMillerPeninsula
community ofBlynalongSequim Bay. Inarecentestimate thissection oftheODTseesabout
500usersadayandover135,000annually.  

TheLSMTshares7.3milesoftheODTsouthwesterly towards FourCorners fromitsstart inthe
boatyard toitsendattheMiloCurryTrailhead. TheLSMTisbeautifully constructed andis
available fornon-motorized transportation andrecreational purposes including walking,  
bicycling, running, wheeling, andhorseback riding.   

Jefferson County isactively workingwith thePeninsula TrailsCoalition toexpand thedeveloped
trail inEastJefferson County. Wecollaborate withotherpublicentities andprivate
landowners/neighbors todesign thetrailrouteandacquireeasements fortraildevelopment.    
Theincludes working withJamestown S’Klallam Tribe, CityofPortTownsend, Clallam County,  
Jefferson Public UtilityDistrict, Jefferson LandTrust, NorthOlympic Salmon Coalition, Rayonier
Pacific Resource Unit, WAStateParks, WADepartment ofNatural Resources, WADepartment
ofTransportation, andWADepartment ofFish & Wildlife ontraildevelopment, management,  
anduses, including addressing thepermitting ofnewtechnologies suchaselectric assisted
vehicles andtheirmotorized statusunder state law.  

Weappreciated reviewing theobjectives ofthetrail fromthefederalperspective viathe
proposed Comprehensive Plananditsacknowledgement ofscenic, historic, natural, and
cultural resources. Youremphasis oncarrying capacity andvisitorusemanagement
acknowledges potential impact totheseresources. Weencourage youtoreachouttotribes
alongthetrail, specifically hereontheOlympic Peninsula, where thisplanmight impact their
rightsoruseoflandalongthetrail.   

Weunderstand thattheplanisnotbinding onnon-federal governments orprivate landowners
butwefeelit'simportant tocallouttheinclusion ofthisreference: The land acquisition and
protection strategy willprovide criteria toprioritize opportunities toacquire andprotect lands
along thetrail. The National Trails System Actspecifies that “theUnited States shall notacquire
forthePacific Northwest National Scenic Trail lands outside theexterior boundary ofany
federally managed area without theconsent oftheowner ofthelandorinterest inland (16
U.S.C. 1244(a)(30)).   

Because thetrail traverses populated areas, working forests, agricultural lands, androads inour
county, weexpect tobeincluded indiscussions regarding anyfederal landmanagement
regulations thatmightbeapplied tothetraileasement andadjacent viewcorridors, particularly
regarding private, city, county, andstateholdings. Wewanttobeclear inourstrongsupport for
theplanupholding thisclause intheNational TrailsSystem Actandnotimpacting therightsof
private landowners. We’vealready beenreceiving questions about therecommended national
trailright-of-wayofaminimum ofonemile (.5milesoneithersideofthetrail). Thisleveloftrail
width isjustnotpossible formostofthetrailroute inEastJefferson Countyaswellaspartof
WestJefferson County.  



Inaddition, weencourage thePNNST managing agencies tocooperate withusregarding trail
development acrossnon-federal landsontheOlympic Peninsula. Inreviewing thedraftplan
section about relocating trailrightofway, wefeelitisimportant torecognize thatthere isn’t
likelypublicsupport formorethanasingle trailcorridor between PortTownsend andDiscovery
Bay.   Jefferson County istheleadagency fortheon-going routefinding, acquisition,  
development, andmanagement fortheOlympic Discover Trail through thissection, andwe
expect thatPNNST policies willbeharmonized withourown, including ourownComprehensive
Planandother landusedocuments, wherenecessary.  


